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TO TER 


Re. Hon. WILLIAM PITT. 


Fe SIR, 


- 


Tur unſullied ne of your | 
SovEREIGN; the gratulating plau- 
dits of his PzoPLE ; the dignity of 
your exalted ſtation, and the hap- 
py effects of your adminiſtration, 
combine to render the liberty of 
thus publicly addreſſing you, more 
than matter of common ſurpriſe 
. 9 tw 


to the leſs contemplative; who fear- 
fully ſurveying the ſummit of Poli- 

tical eminence, as an inacceſſible - 
ſteep, view it with a conſciouſneſs 
of puſillanimity, and ſilently re- 
treat under the imaginary influence 


of contemptuous indifference. 


Such ſpace of infinity being ad- 
mitted (by the maſs of mankind) 
between a PRIME MinisTER and 
any individual, not having the Ho- 
No of being perſonally known, or 
powerfully recommended ; and en 
perimentally convinced, that no 
channel of communication is open 
to uſeful intelligence, but through 
Mach 


[i 7 


ſuch gradational fteps of official 


abſtruſity, as render written remon- 


ſtrance liable to intereſted ſtran- 
gulation, in its progreſs to the place 
of deſtination : taking alſo into ad- 
ditional conſideration, the great pro- 
bability of ſuch expoſtulations be- 


ing doomed, if received, (and even WE 


honored with a reading) to in- 
evitable oblivion, I cannot but con- 
ſider myſelf clearly exculpated from 


every accuſation of diſreſpect, in 


ſubmitting, through the medium 
of the Preſs, what might probably 


never become, by any other means, 


ſubject to your inſpection. 


B32 Therefore 
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Therefore Sir, under the influ- 
ence of reflections that relieve my 
mind from every idea of impro- 
priety or inconſiſtency; it will prove 


no matter of admiration either to 


vob, or that very large and en- 
lightened body of the People, whoſe 


minds are intereſted, and whoſe 


PLEASURES, EXERCISE and HEALTH 
are materially involved in the ſub- 


ject, upon which, (on the part of 


thoſe very people) I preſume to 
arreſt your attention; that a mat- 
ter of ſo much magnitude, (to ſo 
great and reſpectable a number of 


your fellow ſubjects) may under- 


go ſuch FAIR, CANDID and DpispAS- 


SIONATE 


* 


810 An diſcuſſion, as may aol 
opportunity to obviate ſome of 
thoſe unforeſeen” difficulties, and 
to remove ſach of the accumula- 
ted obſtacles, as may to tlle Le i 
giſlature ſeem adequate to the uni- 
verſally acknowledged neceſſity, of 
reforming, (or perhaps more ad- 
vantageouſly new modelling) Laws, 
that have in their original | forma- 
tion, repeated mutations, and adaui- 
onal reſtrictions, abſolutely rendered 
abortive, every defign upon which 
they were ſaid to be founded, and 
annually demonſtrated (in the event 
of the various amendments) that 
every intentional remedy has evi- 
B g | dently 
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dently increaſed the furor of dif- 
eaſe. This Sir, I will ſafely and 
conſcientiouſly venture to affirm, 
is a true unembelliſhed flate of 
the fact, to be readily corroborated 
by thoſe poſſeſſing prathcal knowledge 
of the ſubject in every part of 
the Kingdom ; what may be the 
affected opinion of seECULATI VE 
SPORTSMEN, purſuing their Game 
upon Paper, for the inveſtigation 
of the Cloſet, or the purpoſes of 
Parliament, it is not for me to 
hazard a conjecture. 


to your own deciſion as well as 


the 


C * 1 


the opinion of the Public, whe- 
ther the recent extenſion of the 
Laws, and additional reſtrictions 
upon the PEOPLE, could have 
more than two prudent pleas, or 
predominant reaſons in favour of 
their adoption. — The preſervation 
of Tux Ganz; an increaſe of Rx- 
VENUE, or (perhaps) the more e- 
cious, but ſtill more deceptive ex- 


pectation of both. Theſe being 


admitted, as the general motives 
upon which thoſe alterations were 
approved in Parliament, under the 
influence of your PATRONAGE and 
SueeoRT; it remains to be con- 
ſidered, how far the conſequences 

__ By, - _ 
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reſulting from ſuch proceedings, 


have ſanctioned the innovation, or 


juſtified the attempt. 


Such explanatory inveſtigation is 


not the purport of this addreſs, 


nor is it at all neceſſary in this 
early ſtage of the buſineſs, but is 
intended to be brought forward at 
a more proper period of intro- 
duction; leting it ſuffice for the 
preſent to aſſure you Sir, that the 
hope of jointly PRESERVING THE 
GAME and INCREASING THE RE- 


VENUE (upon the loudly proclaimed 


certainty of which the PuBLic had 
been politically taught to fix an im- 
plicit 


C -m 3 


plicit reliance) undoubtedly ren+ 
dered the GAMER DvuTy leſs re- 
luctantly ſubmitted to by holding 
forth the illuſive proſpect of ad- 
vantages that have never exiſted 
but in imagination: neither you, 
or the EXPECTANT PUBLIC, having 
experienced the leaſt gratification 
in one inſtance, but what has been 
doubly done away by reiterated 
and moſt mortifying diſappoint- 
ment in the other. . 
It is not my intent Sir, nor is 
it neceſſary here, to enlarge upon 
the experienced impolicy of the 
Tax alluded to, or the almoſt in- 
_ credible 


credible deſtruction of Game that 
immediately followed it; upon the 
broad baſis of retaliation, and the 
inherent ſpirit of national oppoſi- 
tion, to what was univerſally con- 
ceived an unfeeling (if not an 
unfair) monopoly. I can have no 
doubt Sir, but it muſt be totally 
unneceſſary to bring to your re- 
collection the unanimous, prudent 
and perſevering exertions of the 
People of England, whenever they 
have had reaſon to ſuppoſe the 
Richrs of the CHurcn, the Dic- 
NITY of the CROWN, or the Li- 


BERT Y of the SUBJECT in danger. 


The ſame perſuaſive plea of ſelf 


preſervation 


1 * ] 


Þ preſervation fill exiſts, in as great 
a degree under the mild and hap- 
f py Government in which we live, 
7 as at any former period ; and tho 
it may have been maliciouſly re- 
preſented and ignorantly believed, 
that ſome malevolent malecontents 
have endeavoured to ſow the ſeeds 
of diſſention in the happieſt era 
of our exiſtence; yet the Idea in 
its moſt extended ſenſe, is too ab- 
ſurd for even the lighteſt credu- 
lity to ſuppoſe, that any Man, 
or body of Men, of whatever 
Party, Deſcription, or depravity, can 
be found © Brave enough, or 
BasE enough, to attack or un- 


dermine 


4 * 1 


dermine a CoNnSTITUTION, that has 
for ages proved the envy of ſur- 
rounding Nations, and is at this 
Moment the ADMIRATION OF THE 
 WorLD. 

Yet Sir, amidſt this ' glorious 
. at our happy pre- emi- 
nence in the ſcale of Society, let 
it not be forgotten, that every Act 
iſſued to the People from Legiſ- 
lative Authority, is not directly 
conſonant to that great body of 
Conſtituents, who ſo freely con- 
tribute to the  exigencies of the 
State and who ſo largely and li- 
berally aſſiſt the wheels of Go- 
vernment. Wy are, it is true, 


under 


(C x . 


under the neceſſity of ſubmitting 
1 to ſuch Acts as may be framed - 


by Repreſentatives of their own 
Election; but it is J flatter my” 
ſelf univerſally known, that "THE 
Laws upon which I preſume to 
trouble you, are thoſe, to the ve- 
ry letter and ſpirit of which they 
have originally imbibed and una- 
nimouſly encouraged. ſuch an in- 
vincible averſion, that TIE aid- 
ed by refinement, has given the 
root of hereditary diſhke : nor do 
I feel the leaſt heſitation, or fear 
of confutation, in aſſuring you, 
from the very beſt Authority, the 
fountain head of information, (per- 

ſonal 


* 
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ſonal communication) that they 
conſider every link of the chain, 
an additional, NEW FORGED sHAc- 
KLE diſgraceful to the YEOManNRyY | 
of Ex LAND. Under ſuch mor- J 
tifying reflection it may readily | 
be conceived, (without minute de- 
ſcription from me) what STRATA- 
GEMS they DEVISE, what DANGER 
they Dzry, and what DIFFICULTIES 
ſurmount, to circumvent and evade 
the execution and effect of Laws, 
to which they acknowledge only 
compulſroe obedience, 


Conſcious Sir, of your Political 
| that 


[ow 1 


that great body of general and 
uſeful knowledge ſo ſerviceable to 
your Country, to have been moſt 
ſtudiouſly acquired and largely poſ- 
ſefled; it is impoſſible, amidſt ſuch 
accumulation of mental excellence, 
to attribute to you, the leaſt want 
of CandouR and MODERATION. 
Thoſe - traits of your Character, 
will I am unerringly | perſuaded, 
induce you to acquieſce in the 
generally received Truth of an 
axiom tranſmitted to us, and held 
invariable by the moſt venerable 
Authorities, that PERFECTION 18 
NOT IN ' HUMAN NATURE; under 
the folemnity of which poſition, 
Co I 


R a An 
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I may preſume to predict, that 


no Man living can be found ſuffi- 
ciently arrogant to believe himſelf 
the ſubject of infallibility. By this 


mode of reaſoning, I humbly beg 


permiſſion to ſhield myſelf from 


the accuſation of diſreſpect, or 


intentional offence, if, whilſt I 
am awfully beholding and bow- 
ing obedience to, every. Political 
qualification and attainment, that 


can excite reſpect ; I feel myſelf 
juſtified in exculpating you from 


every degree of perſonal knowledge 


and practical experience upon the 
SUBJECT OF THESE Laws; for the 


ſports of the Field having conſti- 
tuted 


i 


L W 


tuted no part of your Education 
or amuſement, the world might 
almoſt as ſoon expect to find you 
per ſonally engaged in a Match at 


NEWMARKET, as in the purſuit of 
a PARTRIDGE.- oni ns f Im 
ö | La 2 See 1930 
Availing myſelf therefore, of What 
1s exceedingly clear, your having 


no perſonal intereſt, or pleaſure 


in the ſtate of the Game; it be- 
came a conſequent matter of to- 


tal indifference what Laws were 
_ enacted (whether tending to its pre- 
, ſervation or dęſtruction) ſo that the 


leading object, a TEMBORARY3IN- 
-CREASE OF REVENUE, was the gud- 
whe = C = 


C win }; . 


ng, that induced the People more 
readily to ſwallow the Pill. Pre- 
ſuming on the fundamental | proof 
of the principle advanced, I am 
- encouraged to go farther and pro- 
; mulgate an opinion, which I be- 
lieve I may venture to aſſert 1s 
likewiſe the opinion of every 
rational obſerver » (of the chan- 
ges, and alterations theſe Laws 
have undergone, during your ad- | 
miniſtration); that although you | 
may have been prevailed upon, | 
to adopt the ſyſtem and afford it 
your countenance, under the ex- 
pectation of rendering the privi- 
1 of * a Hare or Far- 
tridge 
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tridge ſubſervient to the predo- 
minant Idea of reducing the Na- 


TIONAL DEBT; yet it is plainly to 
be perceived, that the arrangement 
never originated with you, but 
Was the ſterile pr oduction of ſome 
one of the many hungry ſolici- 


tants for Miniſterial favor and pro- 
tection, who totally inſenſible to 
PUBLIC| CONTEMPT, feel no remorſe 
in frittering away the priv vileges of 


the moſt induſtrious and moſt uſe- 
ful part of the Community; or 
in transferring to YOUR' SHOULDERS, 
the odium annexed to theſe Laws, 
of all which, that have received 
the ſanttion of the Legiſlative body 
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of this Kingdom, none have proved 
more repugnant to the People. The 
obſervations you have made, and 
the experience you muſt have ac- 
quired, in an unavoidable inter- 
courſe with men of the moſt po- 
liſhed abilities, (where if Lord 
Cheſterfield's analization of Courts 
is to be relied on, natural cunning 
is refined by duplicity and politeneſs 
nurtured by diſſimulation) renders it 
almoſt unneceſſary for me to ob- 

ſerve; that every Prime Miniſter 
Who has preceded, and | every one 
that follows you, will be perpetu- 
ally ſurrounded by a ſwarm of NE- 
CESSITOUS SYCOPHANTS, whoſe ſelf 
= 55 Intereſt 


Intereſt predominates over every 
pretended conſideration for the PUB= 
Lic Goop. To this deſcription 
of favourites Sir, (and every Man 
in the habits of ſociety has fa- 
vourites) you can no more declare 
yourſelf impervious than the reſt 
of mankind; more particularly 
when we recolle&, that ſome of 
the firſt Characters in hiſtory, as 
well as of the eRESENT ACE, have 
nearly fallen a ſacrifice to their 
unfortunate attachments, 5 


I am exceedingly well aware 


Sir, it may be aſked, by the Ad- 
viſers of theſe Laws, or ſome of 
F thoſe 


an 7] 


thoſe few who avow their conſiſt- 
ency, If the Laws are DEFICIENT, 


INADEQUATE, OT OPPRESSIVE, Why 

does not ſome advocate come for- 

ward, and ſpeak the general ſenſe 

of the people, in the only proper 
place for DISCUSSION and REDRESS? ” 
To this Queſtion, Sir, the Anſwer 

becomes both ſhort and eaſy. As 

it is natural to conclude, no Man 

would acknowledge himſelf ſo ſer- 
vile in ſpirit, as to ſolicit a favor, 
where he ſhould be certain of a 
| refuſal; ſo I preſume no Member 
of the Legiſlature can be found, 
ſo poor in prudence, as to en- 
counter a deliberate and inevitable 
| defeat 


\ & 


2 
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defeat, by endeavouring to alter 


the complection of theſe Laws, 


againſt the full tide of that Ma- 


jority in Parliament, you are ſo 
eminently entitled to ; | and who | 
will beyond every obtruſion of 
doubt, (ſupported by the people 
at large) continue firmly attached 


to Meaſures, that have with -UN+ 


DIMINISHED HONOR and UNSULLIED 
INTEGRITY, ſecured to the Nation 


its preſent ſtate of unprecedented 


Grandeur and undiſturbed tran- 


quillity. 


- 


Thus Sir, preſuming to maintain 
an indiſputable aſſurance that no 
G4 mitigation | 


* 
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mitigation of, or alteration in the 5 
preſent Syſtem can be obtained, 
or even expected, but by vou 
INTERPOSING PowER, between an 
impolitic Act and a diſſatisfled Peo- 
ple; it is from that conviction, 
they look up to you. for the re- 
lief, ſo evidently excluded from 
every other quarter. Upon this ground 
Sir, and without a wiſh to avail 
myſelf of a 'better foundation, do 
I feel juſtified in the liberty of 
addreſſing vou, as a neceſſary and 
indiſpenſible prelude to the APPEAL, 
(on the part of the people), I 
have the honor to ſubmit to the 
confideration of EVER Y MEMBER 

| of 


of both houſes of Parliament, as 
well in his individual, as Legiſ- 
lative capacity. Yet Sir, under 
the moſt perfect conviction, that 
expoſtulation can have no weight 
without proof, I ſhall adduce ſuch 
evidence of the inconſiſtency, the 
inutility, in fact the abſurdity of 
theſe en and the deſtruction 
they have occaſioned; that I will 
venture to affirm (without fear of 
confutation), there is not a diſin- 
tereſted Man exiſting, who will not 
readily ſubſcribe to their ineffi- 
cacy, unleſs he is infected with 
a very ſtrong ſpice of that Fev- 
DAL TYRANNY, and unbounded 


oſtentation, 


F xn Þ 


oſtentation, for which very many 
of our RusTic RuLERs, are become 
ſo ludicrouſly conſpicuous, 


Here Sir, -it may not prove in- 
applicable to apologize for any 
- little warmth of expreſſion, that 
(in the zeal of animated repre- 
ſentation) may bear the conſtruc- 
tion of intentional irritation; on 
the contrary I muſt beg to be 
conſidered. hoſtile to the Idea, 
wiſhing to inveſtigate the ſubject 
with ſuch candor and reſpect, as 
may lay claim to your conſidera- 
tion and indulgence ; having at the 
ſame time, the ambition to regu- 

| late 
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late my conduct, by the model 
of your own Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings, adapting my matter to 
the importance of the object; in 
which attempt I feel myſelf con- 
fidently poſſeſſed of your acqui- 
eſcence in one opinion, that no 
cauſe can be more entitled to ener- 
getic exertion than the causk of 
THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 

It is in this cauſe, I am en- 
couraged to advance, (What Icon 
ceive every Free Agent has a right 
to do) a PUBLIC Orixiox upon 
a2 Punic TRANSACTION ; in doing 
which Sir, it will be my endea- 


vour 
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vour, not to attract your attention 
unneceſſarily from objects of greater 
concern, by immediately deſcending 
to a circumſtantial - detail of well 
known facts, probable inferences, 
and juſt concluſions : but content 
myſelf, with the introduction of 
ſuch heads, as the preſent occaſion 
renders indiſpenſible, reſerving the 
minutic for that body of infor- 
mation, I ſhall in the following 
Pages, have the honor to ſubmit 
to Public conſideration, 

Having already preſumed tO point. 
out, the only two plauſible, indeed 
probable reaſons, that can be alleged 


WE 
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in defence of the late ON 


ec n INCREASE of REVEN UE; the 
PRESERVATION of Gamt, or the 
more ſpecious but ſtill more deceptive 
expectation of both. It may 
perhaps be expected by the un- 


informed, or ill-adviſed abettors 


of ſuch a ſyſtem, , that I ſhould 
ſtand well prepared to prove, what 
I' fo confidently affert; in which 
it ſhall be my peculiar care; that 


they ſhall not become "” to 


| diſappointment. 


| 7 


In my preſent earneſt aim at 


to believe Sir, the following' chain 


1 
.. F. 
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of corroborating circumſtances, are 
through the track of official ob- N 
ſervation and information, perfectly I 
recent in your recolle&ion. The | 
original Games Laws, with the 
variety of additions and amendments | 
they have undergone, previous to 
the adoption of the reſtrictions, 
contained in the Act, commencing 
July the firſt, 1 785. The Qua- 


lifications in, and FR _ annexed 


to that Act. — The amount of 


Certificates at two Guineas, and 


Gamekeepers regiſtry of Manorial 


deputations at half-a-Guinea each, 


for that year. The unprecedent- 


ed and incredible noflurnal deſ- 


truction 
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| truction that immediately followed; 


Ws 


as well as the avidity and de- 


termined ſpirit of reſentment, with 


which Game of all kinds is pub- 


} licly transferred by | purchaſe, * 


only to well known Agents in 
the Metropolis, but by the moſt 


notorious Poachers in every part 


of England. 


Theſe nocturnal and univer ſally 


F applauded depredations, ſo dreadfully 
reduced every diſtinct ſpecies of 


Game, in the courſe of three. 


ſeaſons; that the purſuit of it be- 
came to the FAiR SPORTSMAN, 


(from its ſcarcity) more an act of 
po deliberate 


relaxation. The inevitable con- 


foreſeen by all thoſe, practically | 
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deliberate unrewarded drudgery, | 
than an object of pleaſure or | 


ſequence of this Act, was readily 


experienced in the . ſtate of Tux | 


Gam, or perſonally acquainted with | 
the newly inſpired ſentiments of 


the People; and I flatter. myſelf | 


Sir, it is almoſt unneceſſary to re- 


mind you, that the GAME Dvury, 


(originally oratifying to the Arith- 


metical Ambition of its projector) 


has been for the laſt four years in 
a ſtate of rapid reduction, proving 
not only by the annual falling off 


of Certificates, but in the regiſtry 


1 of 


of deputations alſo, the ** of 
any Law: not founded upon the 
broad baſis of Eou ITY, and directly 
tending to a general good; as well 


as affording additional demonſtra- 
tion, that LAws originating in an 
ambitious monopoly, and unfair exclufion, 
will ever be productive of the moſt 

mortifying diſappointment. ai 95 


Thus Sir, the ſucceſs and Per- 


manence of the Duty, having been 
1 proved entirely dependent upon the 
quantity and preſervation of che 


Game, (the plenty of one, exciting 


a more cheerful compliance with 
the other); 3 it can be no matter of 


* 


D ſurpriſe. 
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ſurpriſe, that the Tax became an- 
nually deficient, in proportion as the 
Game was reduced. This probable 
failure, with its contingencies, hav- 
ing however, never been anticipated 
by the original projector even in 
Idea, ſome remedy became neceſſary N 
to ſhield ſuch ſyſtem of ſuperfi- | 
ein and uncertain finance, from 
the prying eye of a diſcerning 
Public; and it was found truly 
conſiſtent, to obliterate the ill effect 
of one error in judgment, by the 
introduction of another: transfuſing 
the very ſpirit of Trade, from the 
place of its nativity upon Change, 

ro the ſeat of Parliament, and there 
enhancing 


_ enhancing the value of Gans, by 
the ſcale of its ſcarcity, rating the 


purchaſe not by the probability 
of acquiſition, but a more Jugicigus 
criterion, the priyilege of inceſlant 


labor and diſappointment. in PUR" 


SUING rr. 


Upon this priniple ſo truly pa- 
radoxical, was the additzopal Guinea 


to the : former two adopted, and | 


the Game Keeper's deputation dou- 


bled, without adverting to what 


was moſt likely to become the reſult- 
ing conſequence; that moſt prudent 
Men would relinquiſh the /aumy” 


2 Privilege of an expenſive and 


D . laborious 
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laborious | purſuit, when little or 
nothing was left to purſue. How- 


ever Sir, as I have moſt willingly, 


and I declare conſcientiouſly, er; 
culpated you in my on opinion, 
from every ſhare in the formation 


of ſuch reſtrictions, (in addition 


to the original Laws) as have re- 
ceived the ſanction of the Legiſla- 


ture; ſo do I farther preſume to 


ſuppoſe, that to the ſurpriſing fer- 


tile abilities of the ſame theoretical 


3 financiering dependent, (who. moſt 
happily introduced the x previous duty) 
are the Public indebted, for an 
ADDITIONAL | LINK of faſhionable 


innovation, that not only circum- 
ſcribes 
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ſcribes the little remaining liberty of 
the Field, and threatens the very 
annihilation . THE GAME: but 


encourages, (under popular applauſe 


and pecuniary compenſation) the 
conſtant increaſe of Nocturnal de- 
predators, and determined deſperate 


Thieves in a part Wn the 1988 


dom. 


Seeing it therefore with all its 


preſent and impending conſequences, 


I conſider it perfectly in point Sir, 


to repreſent and conciſely enume- 


rate the operative effects of the 
confuſed unintelligible combination 


of legal PermiſſionsReſtrictions 


D 3 Qualifications 
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Qualifications and Contradictions 


as they now ſtand ; as well as to 


demonſtrate, how gradationally one 
branch, has given additional ſtrength 


to another, in promoting effectu- 


ally the ENTIRE DESTRUCTION of 


THE GA, as if a premium had 
been fixed upon the blood of each 
diſtin& ſpecies, with a view to its 


total extirpation. I need not again, 


by way of enforcing theſe remarks, 
enlarge upon the perpetual and 
exiſting war, between the POWER 
of PARLIAMENT, and the PREJUDICE 


of the ProPLE upon the ſubject 
before us; that being a matter fo 
univerſally n. and ſo perfectly 


underſtood, D 


. Fa 1 


it can require no farther corrobo- 
ration. I ſhall conſequently pro- 
ceed to obſerve, if any thing was 
wanting to complete the meaſure 
of original averfion, ohpoſition, 
J 4aſpobedience to theſe Laus; it was 
| F moſ} liberally beſtowed, in the 
| | Game Duty Act of 1785: an Act 
3 with no p romiſi ng proſpect in its 
formation, but NOTORIOUSLY Dis- 
i GRACEFUL in the event. Tais DUTY 
was a Matter ſo new, ſo unexpected, 
and fo ſingularly extraordinary in 
„the ſyſtem of Taxation, that thoſe 
who were to become more mate- 
rially affected, remained undecided 
in their determinations z during the 
D 4 firſt 


9 


1, 


| „ 


firſt emotions of ſurpriſe, at the 
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9 NOVELTY of INNOVATION, Law 
0 had its portion of influence, but 
"8 too ſlight for long duration, —de- 
| teſtation was the reſult of delibes 
Þ ration, and fear gave place to the 
molt zmplacable reſentment. The Peo- 
| ple at large, conſidering this the 
greateſt ſtretch of Prerogative ever 
| aimed at their LIBERTIES, felt the 
| | cauſe, as the cauſe of an Individual, 
if | and the impulſive. impreſſion of 
1 REVENCE, diffuſed itſelf, by a kind 


a7 of Electrical ſympathy, through the 
4 whole chain of Society. What 
I could not be effected by imme- 
diate exertions of POWER; it was 


found 


_ (OO OY 
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found expedient to counteract by 
ſteady and perſevering efforts of 
ART; under which patient and 
philoſophic reſignation, numbers of 
thoſe, who really obtained their 
Certificates, took them more in 
determined reſentment and retaliation, 
than OBEDIENCE to Law, Here 
began (and long let it be remem- 
bered) the ſerious and avowed 
deſtruction of the wonderful infi- 


nity of HAR ES, PHEAsANTS and 


PARTRIDGES, that have for ſeven 
years paſt, fallen ſacrifices to the 
mhumanity of Reformers, that could 
not, or would not diſcover and adopt, 
a more merciful mode of finance, 

than 


C A 


than by ſuch dreadkul carnage Gs 
Game, as threatens a total extinc- 
tion of what has (FROM THE CRE- 
ATION) afforded {o much pleaſure 
in the Field, and ſo much food for 
the Table. oY 


To purſue the ſame ſtrength of 
Argument, Sir, let me be permit- 


ted to ſohcit your attention to a 


circumſtance not unworthy your 


obſervation. THE GAME (even the 


very ; permiſſion to follow it) hav- 
ing, under the Authority of Par- 
lament, become an obi ect of Purchaſe 
and Sale; every Man taking out a 
Certificate became thus initiated in 

the 


E 


the true principle of Commerce, 
and feeling himſelf inſpired with 
the very ſpirit of Trade, was deter- 
mined to have as much as we could 


Vr his money, and gratefully leave 


PARLIAMENT as little as poſſible 


for themſelves. In ſuch ſtate of ge- 
neral reſentment, all claſſes were 
eagerly anxious to cate to 
| the determined event in their own 


way ; 5 | while ſome. were exulting i in 


the diurnal ſucceſs of their Guns, 


others were as loudly Proc laiming 
the vigilant deſtruction of their 


Nocturnal Friends the POACHERS, 


by whoſe affiſtance they were ena- 


bled to „ for all their City 


Acquaintance, 


* 


Acquaintance, for whom they public» 


ly declared they had unlimited com- 


miſſions to procure, without reſpect 
to quantity or price. Such an un- 


fortunate combination of ill effects in 


conſtant co-operation, have at length 
fo dreadfully reduced every ſpecies 
of Game, that even thoſe prompted 
by inclination, are reſtrained by Pru- 


dence from continuing their Certi- 


ficates; and I farther venture to 
affirm, that many of thoſe Members, 
who erroneouſly. ſanftioned the 
fyſtem, are now by vexation and 
perſonal diſappointment, (in their 


pleafures) ſo perfectly convinced of 


the impolicy of thoſe Acts, that 
they 
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1 they. kad forward ok eager ex- 


pectation, to the Iime, when A 
TOTAL REPEAL may be found a 


1 matter of POLITICAL NECESSITY: 


That neceſſity Sir, I preſume can 


never be more fully juſtified, than 


by Once more adverting retroſpec- 


tively, to the inſufficiency of theſe 


Laws, to promote the ends, for 


which they were ſaid (or fuppoſed) 


to be formed; on the contrary, it 


0 amongſt the YEOMANRY, and 


their extenſive connections univer- 


ſally known, that the very aff upon 
which I have already enlarged (with 


its intended ſpirit of ſuperrogation 
| 1 M 
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in the additional duty) has ſo in- 


creaſed the original antipathy, that 4 
every clauſe, every proſcription, q 
every pain and every penalty, is 
an occaſional ſubje& of roruLar 
EXECRATION. In fact Sir, Game 
Certificates are held in ſuch indif- 
ference, that men of all diſtinctions, 
nay the moſt inferior claſſes, (par- | 


ticularly remote from lately man ſions) 
purſue their ſport (barren as it now 


is) without ſeeming to feel the leaſt 
neceſſity for ſuch compulſive pri- 


vilege; confidently oppoſing the 
danger of perſecution and proſecution, 
as the moſt effectual method of 
diſplaying their INEFFABLE CON- 


TEMP r. 9 
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I flatter myſelf poſſeſſed of your 
coincidence with . me in an opi- 
nion, that Laws are certainly the 
moſt popular, and conſequently the 
moſt equitable, where a prompt 
obedience, precludes the neceſſity 
of penal exaction. If this is ad- 
mitted a Political Fact, how truly 


ine ſicacious, how PERFECTLY con- 


TEMPTIBLE may thoſe be conſidered, 
that are eternally tranſgreſſed with 
impunity ; and thoſe tranſgreſſions 
not by device or ftratagem, under 
the cloak of nocturnal darkneſs, but 
fairly, unequivocally in the orExN 
DAY, without the leaſt dread of 
information, or fear of puniſiment. In 
RT, _ thort 
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ſhort Sir, to this ſlate of unpre- 
cedented degradation are the Game 
Laws reduced, and muſt ever con- 
tinue, unleſs the Parliament will 


undertake to "GENERATE | Aa Race 


of informers, for their oyn parti- 
cular purpoſe; as no Premium, no 


encouragement, no promiſes, or 


threats, can procure inferior inſtru- 


ments, to aſſiſt in enforcing Laws, 
univerſally condemned as unwor- 
thy the pieniTY of THE Crown, 
and diſguſtful to the People. If 
Sir, it is poſſible for you to doubt 
an aſſertion made under the in- 
fluence of perſonal experience, and 
the ſolemn impreſſion of Truth; let 

me 
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me be permitted to add ONE RECENT 
INSTANCE within the extenſive cir- 
cle of my own Friends, as à con- 
firmation for the whole. Where 
a Gentleman of very large Fortune, 
and no ſmall ſhare of local popu- 
larity, abſolutely canvaſſed the whole 
Pariſh to procure an informer, that he 
might become (himſelf) the convict- 


ing evidence. But to the IMMORTAL 
HONOR of the ſpot, (and it ſhould 


not only for ever be recorded, but 
held as ſacred as the TEMPLE OF 
LiBeaTY) not even an unpoliſhed 


Ruſtic could be found ſo deſtitute 
OF HONOR, as to render "himſelf 


acceſſary to A PERVERSION OF 


» Rox, 
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RIC Hr, in a fellow ſubject, that he 
felt himſelf equally entitled to. 


At this recital Sir, permit me 
one moment to apoſtrophize, merely 


to introduce an interjection, and 


lament the degeneracy of the Times 
to prompt, and error in judgment 
to permit, the inſtitution of a Law 
in the BRTrish SENATE, merely to 
trumpet forth (in every corner of 
the Kingdom) its own imbecility. 
This imbecility is ſo conſiſtently 
uniform, through every part of the 
whole, that I defy any man, or 
body of men whatever, to conſtruct 
a fabric of greater contrarieties ; | 

formed 


E 


formed in error, and continued in 
obſtinacy, they could only be ex- 
| pected to terminate in CONTEMPT. 
That contempt” has ariſen from the 
juſt and honeſt indignation every 
rational obſerver feels, when calm- 
ly and impartially looking into the 
(eternally accumulating) Code of 
Penal Statutes ; he finds one acting 
in letter and ſpirit, diametrically 
oppoſite to others then - exiſting. 
The caſe in Point is abſolutely the 
Law before us, which forbids the 


execution of a Crime, under cer- 


tain Puniſhments in one part; and 
then deceptively courts a tranſ- 
* of that very A, by a con- 

. E 2 ditional 
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ditional duplicity of abſolution in 

another. To explain this more at 
length, it 1s not neceſſary to. go 
into the various contradictory clau- | 
ſes of each aft, the accuſation is 


ſufficiently proved by the indefinite 


terms of the laſt only; in which, 
any one Perſon, is permitted to ob- 
tain a Certificate as well as another, 
without at all adverting to the Qua- 


lifications, fo particularly ſpecified 


in former Acts, which remain un- 
repealed. If this was not intended, 
as a political permiſſion, (or attrac- 
tive encouragement) for every Perſon 
to tranſgreſs the former Law, and 
kill Game merely for the ſake of 

; his 
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his pecuniary contribution; why 
not have wiped away the ambi- 
guous deception, and fairly expreſſed 
in the Preamble, that no Perſon but 
ſuch as are already qualified, ſhall be 
permitted to obtain a Certificate? 
This Sir, would have inevitably ſhut | 
the door that is now open to im- 
poſition; the PEzR and the Cobler 
would not have met in the ſame 
field uncertain of each other's pri- 
vilege ; the QuALIrIED would have 
been publicly known from the un- 
qualified ; and this diſtinction would | 
have finally confirmed the former 
Laws, and explained the new: but in 
its preſent complicated ſtate of in- 
E 3 conſiſtencies, 
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conſiſtencies, ſome of all deſcriptions 


1 (the Qualified without a Certificate, 


and the unqualified with)-ſet both 


 INFORMERS and MAGISTRATES at 


equal defiance; while the GAME 
Dvury liſt (contracted as it now is) 
becomes remarkable only for the 


names of Mechanics of every deſ- 


cription, who from FEAR, or Policy, 
think it neceſſary to pay that com- 
pliment of Adulation to their Opu- 


LENT NEIGHBOURS, ſome of whom, 


moſt probably, aſſiſted in . the 
Law. 


Amidſt ſuch an infinity of Truths, : 
the field is ſufficiently extenſive to 


increaſe 


ff = 
increaſe my remarks, or to enlarge 
upon thoſe already introduced. But 
Sir, as you conſtitute a part of 
that awful Tribunal, to whom a 
more minute expoſition of Facts 
will be particularly addreſſed; I 
feel it by NO means inapplicable 
to conclude, with an Aſſurance, 
that the PoeuLariTy you have ſo - 
juſtly and univerſally acquired by 
A voluntary repeal of ſome Taxes, 
and reduction of others, (equally ſe- 
| vere upon that part of the com- 
munity leaſt able to bear them) 
has taught thoſe moſt intereſted in 
theſe Laws, and influenced by their 
effects, to implicitly look up to 
E 4 ov, 
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You, for ſuch ſimilar exertion of 
DISINTERESTED PATRIOTISM, as may 
render THE GAME no longer an 
unworthy object, of more unworthy 
Jealouſy, between the Power or 
| PARLIAMENT and the PRIVILEGE | 
or THE PEOPLE. In ſuch joint 
hope and earneſt expeQation, 


4 I have the honor to t ſubſcribe 
myſelf, | 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient 
And very humble Servant, 


The AUTHOR. 


THE F 


Akan ST the voluminous accumulation 
of Penal Statutes for the preſervation of pro- 
perty, and the ſupport of Society; there are 
perhaps, none ſo univerſally execrated, or ſo 
notoriouſly ineffectual, as the Laws upon the 
ſubject now before us. It is almoſt unnecel- 


ſary to obſerve, that the article of Gaz, too 


trifling i in itſelf for PARLIAMENTARY Con-. 
SIDERATION, has, by the impolitic and ty- 
rannic exertions of former Parliaments, been 
raiſed 'to a degree of imaginary eftimation, 
ban to be believed 1 in the cooler 1 moments 

| of 
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| of retroſpective rumination; but now more 
= fully confirmed, under the foſtering Care and | 
condeſcending auſpnces of an Adminiſtration, : 
holding forth temptation too degrading for 
the SERVANTS OF THE CROWN to offer; 
too /umillating for the SUB JECT to accept. 


Though of no intrinſic worth, ancient 
FEUDAL Dicnity, and modern PARLIA“ 
MENTARY PROSCRIPTION have rendered 
the Article of Game, productive of more d:/- 
quiet, popular diſcontent and Local animofity, 

than any other law ever eſtabliſhed in this 
Kingdom. It is totally unneceſſary for me to 
point out; every Man's memory and daily ob- 


fervation will furniſh him, not only with nume- 

rous perſonal diſputes and inveterate animoſi- 

ties among the moſt opulent ofhis neighbours, 

but various inſtances of an exiſting war be- 

tween the LORDIVYVY Pos sESSOR of the vil- . 5 

LACE MANSION and his ruſtic dependents; 
as 


(#8 
as ſtriking ſpecimens of the happy effects of 


Laws, erroneouſly ſuppoſed or pretended to 
increaſe the Revenue and preſerve the Game, 


That Laws fo truly HETEROGENEOUS in 


den and effect, ſhould have been framed 


under a Government ſo mild, and a People 
ſo enlightened, has ever been matter of ad- 
miration; that their predicted Pains, Pz- 
NALTIES and PERSECUTIONS ſhould have 
proved abortive, 1s equally cauſe of GENE RAL 
EXULTATION. How the ſpirit of theſe 
Laws, (exciting the reſentment and oppoſi- 
tion of the people) has operated' to the hu- 
miliating deception of the Financier, and the 
INCREDIBLE DESTRUCTION OF GAME, it 
will be the buſineſs of future pages to explain; 

leting it ſuffice for the preſent to obſerve, if 
our Predeceſſors of only half a Century back, 
(ho fo loudly and largely boaſted of BRi- 
TISH LiBERTY) would have contemptuouſly 


ſpurned 


. 


at the very * of wearing a Hat, or drawing 
onaGloveupon MINISTERIAL COMPULSION, 

what muſt havebeen their mortification, could 
they have been told that the time of degra- 


dation was approaching, when the Revenue 


of BRITAIN, in the very zenith of her Glory, 
(and when exultingly declared to be paying 


off a MILLION A YEAR OF HER NATIONAL 


 Dzzr) ſhould condeſcend to draw a paltry 


additional reſource, from the precarious pur- 
ſuit of an harmleſs inoffenſive Pheaſant, Hare 
or Partridge : a ſpecies of Taxation ſo evi- 


dently deceptive, that it muſt unavoidably 
diminiſh, in proportion as the Game is be 


tually deſtroyed. 


However the contemptuous ſenſation, ariſ- 
ing from reflection, upon the inconſiſtency 
and abſurdity of the ſyſtem, may tempt us 
to refine upon parallels between Laws that 


are bad and thoſe that ARE woRsE; com- 


paring 


E 


paring ſuch as add ſplendor to the dignity 
of the Crown, and inſure the confidence of 
the People, with thoſe that debaſe the one 
and degrade the other. I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf to a very few remarks in juſtification of 
an opinion promulgated i in my prefatory ad- 
dreſs to the Premier, that Laws are certainly 
the moſt popular, and conſequently the moſt 
equitable, where a PROMPT OBEDIEN CE pre- 
cludes the neceſſity of penal exaction. That 
this poſition may be purſued to inſtant con- 
viction, let it be impartially aſked, and as 
candidly anſwered, whether any other three 
impoſts in the very long chain of Legiſlative | 
Taxation, have ſo clearly demonſtrated their 
own imbecility, as thoſe juſt alluded to? Or, 
whether there are any ſo eventually oppreſ- 
ſive, ſo ineffectual, ſo repu gnant to the will ö 
of the People, or ſo diſgraceful to that Con- 
ſtitution we have been almoſt impulſively 


taught 
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taught to idolize, as a moſt glorious pattern 
of DEMO CRAT TC PERFECTION? 


I believe I may very ſafely, on the part of 
that Public I preſume to addreſs, venture to | 
affirm, there are few, if any, ſo obſtinately 
hardy, as to deny the torrent of popular im- 
preſſion and invincible prejudice, againſt 
thoſe Acts from which I draw my inference; 
and thoſe alone are introduced, merely to 
form the compariſon I have already announ- 
ced of putting Laws that are partially . 


 feftual in competition with others that have 


no ect at all, unleſs in totally defeating the | 
very ends which they were formed to pro- 
mote. If there are ſome, whoſe, official de- 


partments, render their organs of credulity 
impervious to the moſt demonſtrative facts; 


to their remembrance alone, I beg to refer 
them, for ſufficient proof of the firm reſiſ- 
tance to, and non-compliance with the Let- 

ter 
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ter of the Law, in every caſe where the baſis 
of ſuch Law, has not been in direct confor- 
mity with the PRINCIPLE or Equity, and 
in ſtrict uniſon with the 1iNTEREST OF THE 
PEOPLE. i 


| It is not my preſent purpoſe, nor is it in- 
deed my wiſh, to inveſtigate or enter into, a 
tedious diſquiſition upon the dangers likely 
to ariſe from the late unprecedented exten- 
ſion of the Excisx Laws, or the rapidly 
increaſing power of the STame Orricg; 
enough has been already ſaid by others upon 
thoſe ſubjects, and perhaps it might in ſome 
reſpects have been better, if leſs occaſion had 
been given, for ſuch bold and repeated remon- 
ſtrances, through the medium of the Preſs, 
I ſhall however preſume to re- echo the gene- 
ral ſenſe of the Nation, upon the Taxes I 
have introduced for obſervation, as more 
n applicable to my purpoſe of 
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conviction, and in the true ſpirit of argumen- 


tative zeal venture to affirm ; that none but 
Minſterial dependents, Placemen, Penſioners, 
Servile Solicitants of Office and the moſt pu- 


fillanimous of the people, ever ſullied the 


Crowns of their heads, or branded their hands, 


with a ſtamp of contamination; in ſuch per- 


fect contempt has been held the Har and 


| Grove Tax, both or either of which, the 


utmoſt ſeverity has never been able to impoſe 
with effeff. In confirmation of a Fact ſo uni- 


verſally known and exulted in, a thouſand in- 


ſtances might be adduced, but one corrobo- 
rating and well known proof only will be ne- 


ceſſary to ſhew the contemptuous reſentment 


of every individual to Laws, I pronounce to 
be bad, for the expreſs purpoſe of candidly 
comparing with thoſe that are wor/e. 


To enforce a compliance with theſe unpo- 
pular Taxes, it muſt be recent in the me- 


mory 


5 


mor) of every obſerver, what a NEST OF IN- 
FORMERS ripe for iniquity, (acting under 
whoſe auſpices, by what inſtruftions, or in 
hopes of what PROMISED REWARD for ſecret 
ſervices it is not for us to determine) were 
let looſe upon ſociety in different parts of the 
Kingdom; how they ſucceeded in their at- 
tempts ; how largely they executed their 
commiſſions ; : and how ßantomimically they _ 
eſcaped (wiTH THEIR LIVES) from the va - 
rious cities and towns, of their officzal embar- 
kation in buſeneſs, has been already deſcribed 
in almoſt every periodical print in the King-. 
dom. From this incontrovertible criterion. 
of contempt, we may be fairly entitled to in- 
fer, that ſuch Laws were too futile in their 
formation, to inſure either PERMANENCE or 
RESPECTABILITY and in that ſtate of ſte- 
rility, it can create no ſurpriſe, that hnta- 
neous Agents did not ſpring up (as expected) 
though Polatically lured with © HALF' THE, 
F TS PENALTY 
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PENALTY INCURRED, ” fo attractingly held ä 
out by the liberality of the Miniſter . his 


Majority in Parliament. 


Here from an inference fairly drawn, may 
be formed an undeniable concluſion. If 
theſe Laws are ſo juſtly loaded with Poeu- 
LAR OPPROBRIUM, that no man, or ſet of 


Men, will come forward to ſupport and en- 


force ſo WRETCHED A SYSTEM of Taxa- 


TION, even under ſanction of Parliamentary 


Protection, with a premium of half the penal- 


ty ; what terms can be found ſufficiently ex- 
preſſive of the utter contempt and abhorrence 
of the Games Laws, where (to the immortal 
honor of the preſent age be it recorded) no 


one neceſſitous Man can be found, under the 


INFLUENCE or POWER, the ART or PER- 
SUASION, the FEAR OF TarEarTs, or HOPE 
or RewaRD, to come forward in what he 
conceives the infamous character of an infor- 


mer 
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mer (amidſt ten thouſand tranſgreſſions noto- 
riouſly public) though the high ſounding 
Authority of the Act itſelf promiſes him the 
«whole of the Penalty, ” (Fives and Twen- 
TY PounDs) as a Parliamentary doueeur 
for his SOOT « 


Here let me bo permitted to 3 the 
effuſions of ſympathy, in the ſpirit of congra- 
tulation to every fair and honorable Sports · 
man in the Kingdom, upon ſuch DISixxER- 
 ESTED PATRIOTISM—PURE PHILANTHRQ» 
PY—UNSULLIED: INTEGRITY, and NaT10+« 
MAL UNANIMITVY. May it be for ever 
handed down to Poſterity, as one vital f park 
of our CHARACTERISTIC LIBERTY not yet 
extinguiſhed ; and tranſmitted to after ages, 
with the MAGNANIMITY of thoſe MaG1s- 
RATES, Who nobly ſtemming the Torrent 
of Miniſterial influence, dared to ſtep forth in 
defence of the People, and baniſh the race 
9 "mo 
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of Stamp Informers from their ſeveral dif- 
tris as PESTS TO SOCIE rr. 
Previous to concluſion, it was my deſign 
to have made known my intention of fairly 
demonſtrating the Annual decreaſe of the 
CxRTITICATE Tax, with the rapid deſtruc- 
tion and threatened annihilation of TRE 


GAR; not under the probable accuſation of 


falſe reaſoning, hypotheſis, or conjeQure, but 
by proofs beyond the power of Sophiſtry to 
confute, or PREJUDICE to condemn, PRroors, 


from Authority no leſs reſpectable, than 


the receipts of Office. But it ſhould ſeem 
| that Iam in ſome degree anticipated in the 


corroboration of this Fact, by the following 
Paragraph, that now lays before me, in the 
County Parts of yeſterday's publication. 


„It is ſaid that Government intend this 
year to give inſtructions to the Orricꝝks or 
1 ; EXCISE, - 
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Excisx, and other Per ſons officially employed 
by them within the different Counties, to 
take notice of thoſe Perſons, who ſhoot with-_ 

out the proper LEGAL Crxrmieicate, and to 
tranſmit their names to the Cow )uss1oxERS of 
Tux Sraur Orrice, This ſtep we hear is be- 
come the more neceſſary, by reaſon of the 
Certificate AR not having been ſo productive 
laſt year, as in the preceding ones. 


Upon the letter and ſpirit of which Poli- 
tical threat, I ſhall not at preſent preſume to 
make a ſingle comment ; leaving it entirely 
to the moſt impartial of that Public, I have 
the honor to addreſs, to form their own con- 
cluſions, from what motive, under what Au- 
thority, whoſe inſtructions, or for what purpoſe 


it obtained TERRIHIC inſertion. 


REPRESENTATIVES.. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 8 


| Tur diſſenting power ſo judiciouſly 
lodged, by the wiſdom of our Anceſtors, in 
the ARISTOCRATIC branch of Barris LecisLA- 
TION, (conſtitutingi its members the HEREDITARY 

GuarDians of our rights and privileges) will 
I flatter myſelf ſufficiently exculpate me from 
the unjuſt accuſation of irreverence, in pre- 
ſuming to addreſs my remonſtrance to ever 
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individual of both houſes of Parliament, un- 


der the general appellation of TE RETRESEN- 
TATIVES of the Prorlx. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Conſcious that thoſe Repreſentatives, 
can only eventually derive their domeſtic 
felicity, local influence, preſervation of pro- 
perty, and joint national importance, from 
the s8UPPORT, SPIRIT, and UNANIMOUS SUFFRAGES 


of the People; I feel myſelf fully juſtified 


in reiterating the complaints and unzver/al 


diſcontent of the Public at large, (upon the 
ſubject of HR GAME Laws) as the proportio- 
nal exertion of an individual for the promo- 


tion of a general good. And however lightly 


the repreſentation of an individual, may be 
eſtimated in the ſcale of Legiſlative dignity; 
it may be remembered, that to a Angle opini- 


on may be attributed (in their origin) ſome 


of the greateſt changes and reformations that 


ever 
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 . ever occurred in the immenſe volume of hu- 
man Tranſactions. My Logps and GenTLz- 
MEN, That the privilege of reſpectfully ſub- 
mitting the ſentiments of the people to your 
Legiſlative conſideration by an individual, 
may be embraced with FxRRDOM, and purſued 
with PROrRErY; I muſt be permitted to avail 
myſelf of one occaſional recommendation to 
your remembrance; that moſt probably to a 
very lender circumſtance of Goon F ORTUNE, 
the flutuating favor of a SovtREtcN, the il- 
lufive ſmile of a MixisrEx, the infatuating folly 
of the Ties, (or ſome one concurring *flow 
in the tide of mens' affairs,” ſo admirably de- 
ſcribed by our immortal bard) Lozns of every 
deſcription ſtand indebted for their claim to 
appearance in the Aſſemblage of Nobility. 
This once admitted it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
that the deciſive voice of an illiterate intoxi- 
cated Mechanic, has frequently and luckily 

raiſed many of the lower houſe, from the ruſ- 


tic 
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tie obſcurity of a Village Manſon, to the ho- 


nor of a ſeat in the NATIONAL CONVENTION: 
Under this gradational definition of Local ho- 
nor and free Agency, I am induced to hope, 
no well founded objettion can ariſe, to my 
endeavouring (on the part of the people) to 
explain, explode, and obliterate Laws, that 
have ſo evidently failed in every intent for 


which they were formed. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


When we advert to that infinity of Ap- 
DRESSES, PETITIONS, INSTRUCTIONS and REMON- - 
STRANCES, for which the people of England, 
are ſo truly remarkable and ſo greatly ridicu- 
lous; I can entertain no doubt but you will 


perfectly coincide with me in opinion, that 


ſuch temporary furor, whenever 1 it preſents 
itſelf, is not the ſpontaneous effuſions of the 
people, with whom it 1s ſaid, and ſuperficially 

| ſuppoſed 


CY 


| ſuppoſed to originate, but the political ef- 
fort of ſome miniſterial minion, or quondam - 
patriot, who poſſeſſing the requiſites for 
' PUBLIC PROSTITUTION ſucceſsfully generates a 
deluſion ſo palpable and fo deceptive, If 
then, My Lords and Gentlemen, the dig- 
nity of Parliament has been ſo repeatedly 
attacked, and its wiſdom warped by che 
inſidious deſigns of either ParTyY, or Pre- 
judice; what may not be hoped and expect- 
ed, from your moſt candid deliberations, 
upon the diſintereſted repreſentation of Facts 
too true to be doubted, too notorious to 
be dented. Unawed by Pow-ẽ ER, uninflu- 
enced by Fear, poſſeſſing no Pract, ex- 
pecting no PrererMENT, not circumſcribed 
in the latitude of Aſſociation, but in occaſio- 
nal and conſtant intercourſe with the Pzzr, . 
the Commones, and the Prasant; I may be 
permitted to ſay, it is from the pen of ſuch 

univerſality, that the unſullied information 
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of Turn is to be derived, and not from the 
Soþhuſtical declamation of a MunsrR, or the 
equally fallacious and ſelf intereſted proteſ- 


tations of his opponent. 


Thus prepared for the inveſtigation of this 
elaborate accumulation of Parliamentary 
Oppreſſion, in the excluſive monopoly of 
one of the moſt univerſal diſpenſations of 
Providence; it becomes the only matter of 
difficulty to decide, what part of the whole 
ſuperſtructure, has been rejected by an in- 
dignant Public, with the moſt sovERE¶N cov - 
TEMPT. For during a perſonal experience, 
and accurate obſervation of more than twen- 
ty years, in an (UnguaLmeD) enjoyment of 
every Gratification the pleaſures of the Field 
could beſtow; I have never been able to 


diſcover (amidſt a moſt extenſive circle and 
connection in various Counties) the leaſt 
fear of information, proſecution, pain, penal- 


ty, 


tw 
ty, or impriſonment. Feeling it unneceſſary 
to go into the deſcriptive FOLLY, IMPOLICY, or 
INCONSISTENCY, of the old Laws, (which are hill 
the ground-work of the new) as applicable, 
to the preſent purpoſe; it will prove ſuffici- 
ent to obſerve, they were always conſidered 
an indelible ſtigma to what is ludicrouſly 
termed the LAND OF LIBERTY, and as no laws 
were ever more GENERALLY DESPISED, it can- 
not create momentary ſurpriſe that they 
were ever notoriouſly deficient in effect. 
Experimentally convinced of the inattention 
to, and non-compliance with the penal letter 
of the old Laws, I had leſs to expect from 
the intentional OrtraTIVve SPIRIT of the New. 
Deſpicable in principle, they have proved 
doubly deſpicable in their conſequence; for 
* necelity is ſo truly (and univerſally ac- 
knowledged) the mother of invention, and 
Powex' ſo induſtriouſly counteracted by cun- 
ning, from the Courr to the Cottage, that 


every - 


= * 
3 —ͤ — —ů 2 er 
o = 


. 


every additional reſtriction to theſe impolitic 
Laws reſpecting the Game, has as conſtantly 
increaſed the number of its inveterate ene- 
mies, and proportionally expedited the im- 
pending period of its annihilation, 


I ſay with greater confidence © perivd of 
its annihilation. becauſe every rational 
ſportſman, every diſintereſted obſerver ſees 


with concern, the various means of devaſta- 


tion in perpetual practice, tending inevita- 


| bly to a certain extinction of every ſpecies 


of Game; at leaſt out of thoſe limits pre- 
cautiouſly guarded by * Spring Guns, Man 


Traps, and ſuch other engines of human 


deſtruction, as have been already fo charita- 
bly and notoriouſly called in to aſſſt, ſtrength- 
en and enforce a compliance with Laws, to 
which the Punic acknowledge no ſubmiſſion, 
owe no obedience. My Lords and Gentle- 

; | men, 
* Lord B. at C. B. 
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men, (without adverting more by expatiati- 
on, to the dreadful act of Bloodſhed in de- 
| fence of a Hare or Pheaſant, juſt alluded to) 
experience individually and collectively muſt 
have long ſince convinced you, that rivetted 
and linked down as the people are by the 
chain of NEW MADE LOoR DS anD Laws, 
they ſtill poſſeſs inſtinQive Pride and Forti- 
tude ſufficient to repel Tyranny by Strata- 
gem, and procure a much greater portion of 
« the forbidden fruit, from the invincible 
ſpirit of reſentment only, than would be de- 
ſtroyed, or even ſought after, was Parliament 
to relax in its monopoly and become lels ſe- 
vere in its reſtrictions upon that head. 


M 'y Lords and Gentlemen, 


_ Eminent as your ſituations are, plauſi- 
ble your collected informations, and Theo- 
retical your concluſions; I can have no he- 


ſitation 
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ſitation in pronouncing this ſubje& to be 
leſs generally underſtood in the Senate, than 
any other that ever came before you for na- 
tional diſquiſition. But that I may avoid 
the ſuſpicion of even unintentional diſre- 


ſpect, I beg to explain by preſuming to ob- 


ſerve, that PoLiTics and PoAciNe have 
their different pornts, attractions and quali- 


fications ; and although I can moſt readily 


admit the greater part of you to be ſtriflly 
political, I can as willingly ſhield you from 


any proficiency in the latter: your Prede- 


ceſſors (in Parliament) having aſſumed to 
themſelves that excluſive merit, by the for- 
mation of laws calculated to prove its ne- 


ceſſity and promote its ſuccels. 


Genuine and authentic information is not 
to be obtained from Miniſterial miſrepre- 
ſentation, (originally derived from the Am- 
bition of intereſted individuals) but from 

the 


E 
| the parties who are immediately concerned, 
and feel themſelves ſenſibly aggrieved; ſuch 
there are in every part of the Kingdom, 
who do, vith the true inherent ſpirit of 
their anceſtors, effect a conſolatory redreſs 
of grievances, perſonally procuring by Art 
and nocturnal connivance, what neither the 
wiſdom of Parliament can counteract, or its 
power, prevent. Experience, that ſteady 
touchſtone of TxuTH, has long ſince de- 
monſtrated the impoſſibility of increaſing or 
preſerving the breed of Game by means of 
| compulſion ; the lower, nay, the very loweſt 

claſs take and deſtroy more than double 
vox proportions, in direct oppoſition to 
the utmoſt rigidity of your Laws; it is 
therefore evident, your own advantages 
would ariſe from making a merit of Ne- 
ceſſity, and giving a liberal unequivocal con- 
ſent, to what all the boaſted AurHRORIT TC 
of PARLIAMENT can never reſtrain. 
6 8 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, I have alrea- 
dy obſerved in my © prefatory addreſs, ” and 
the following introductory pages TO TER 
PusLic, ” that theſe Laus are held in /o 
much deteſtation, that an InrorRMER would 
in general eſtimation be conſidered a peſb 
to ſociety; and in this progreſſive ſtage of 
the buſineſs, I claim the privilege of going 
ſomewhat farther in juſtification to affure 
you, that were it poſlible nature could de- 
ſcend to ſuch an incredible ſtate of national 
degeneracy, and characters could be ſelect- 
ed, willing (for a paltry pecuniary conſide- 
ration) to be branded with the indelible 
Stigma of Informer, the Country Magiſtrates 
are by far too reſpectable, and too much 
reſpected, to run the hazard of GENERAL 
OPPROBRIUM by enforcing them. And 
here it becomes by no means inapplicable 
to repeat the great difficulty of procuring an 
Informer, even under magiſterial dictation; 
| = ſome 
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ſome ſmall ſpark of genuine worth is fre- 
quently retained in even the loweſt charac- 
ters, and the very Ruſtic who follows the 
Plough, is too innately honeſt, to make hip 
neighbour liable to the payment of a-penal- 

ty, for the enjoyment. of what he conliders 
himſelf Juſt and ""_ entitled to. 


* this e opinion, the 3 liſts of 
Acts, Clauſes; Amendments, Qualifications, 

Informations, Perſecutions, Proſecutions, 
Pains and Penalties, prove defective, mere- 
1 ly becauſe no ſet of men can be found ſut- 
ficiently abandoned in principle to give them 
their ſupport. The ancient and invincible 
impulſe of oppoſition on one part, willever 
deſtroy the intentional effect of arbitrary 
legiſlation on the other; nor will any con- 
ditions or injunctions from a ſuperior power 
be implicitly ſubmitted to in this country, 
where xQu1 ry does not conſtitute the fun- 
. damental 


al 


damental part of ſuch compulſory contract. 
To all acts of the Legiſlative Body, paſſed 
into laws, the people have ſubmitted with 
leſs ſigns of diſcontent than to any one Ac 
or Amendment reſpecting THE GAME. In 
all others, a general and proportional con- 
tribution, or ſubmiſſion, has been demand - 

ed on the part of Parliament, and acqui- 
eſced in by its conſtituents; but in reſpect 
to Game, the partial proſcription has de- 
ſtroyed every ſhadow of confidence, and for 
years produced the hoſtile declaration of 
deſtruction, vindicated by the Laws of Re- 
taliation and Self Preſervation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, the reaſon I 
flatter myſelf is plain and ſelf evident; ſo 
long as a Man is called upon for whatever 
may be adequate to his own poſſeſſions, equi- 
valent to the affluence of his neighbour, and 
neceſſary for the exigencies of ſtate and ſup- 
| port 
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port of Government, ſo long he contributes 
his proportion without repining ; but he no 
ſooner perceives the Affluence of that N eigh- 
bour, put him in poſſeſſion of © a common 
benefit of Nature, that he is perſonally and 
totally deprived of, than Reason and Egvu1- 
TY reſume their proper aſpect, ſhake off the 
ſhackles of Tyranny aſſuming the appellati- 
on of Law, and he endeavours by every 
means ambition and well founded reſent- 
ment can invent to do hampelf that JusT1CE 
the boaſted laws of his Country * * 
l him of. Ee 


Theſe truths ſhall be ſupported by a ſe- 
ries of facts, that no Parliamentary fineſſe, 
ſyllogiſtic reaſoning, or logical definition can 
diſprove, or weaken. To give them their 
proper and juſt weight in the ſcale of de- 
monſtration, it will be firſt neceſſary to draw 
i line of compariſon, i in reſpect to numbers, 
G 3 between 
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between the enemies to theſe Iaws, and the 
advocates for enforcing them; when the 
proportion and ſuperiority will, in all pro- 
bability be found ſomething fimilar to a 
compariſon between the formidable phalanx 
of Xerxes, and the ragged followers of Fal- 
ſtaff. e eee 1 8 


Upon the criterion and affected wiſdom 
of the landed qualification to kill Game, as 
fixed by former Parliaments, I ſhall preſume 
to obſerve; that nine tenths of thoſe fortu- 
nately ſo qualified, may be ſtrenuous advo- 
cates for the ſupport and continuance of the 
Jaws in their preſent form, as it undoubtedly 
affords a pleaſing incenſe to vanity, in diſ- 
playing a ſupenority over another, whoſe 
adverſe fortune has left him a few Pounds 
ſhort of equal privilege. Here the jealou- 
ſy is excited, that conſtitutes the very baſis 
and ground work of all the deſtructive ills 

that 
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that follow from emulative imitation, and 
the pleaſing proſpect of certain and inevita- 
ble revenge. In this ſhameful and contemp- 
tuous diſtinction is included a very nume- 
Tous claſs of reſpectable Freeholders, who 
with their Relatives, friends and adherents, 

form no inconſiderable part of the people. 

They all feel the oppreſſive injunttion, and 
publicly avow their determined reſolution 
to become partakers of what providence ſo 
liberally ſupplied, but PARLIAMENT has fo 
Pee taken Oy 


In direct vradational obſervation, I muſt 
be permitted to point out the impolitic in- 
ſult offered to the moſt oppreſſed, though 
not the leaſt numerous claſs, who are affect- 
ed by the ſubject under inveſtigation. In 
this diſcrimination, I take the liberty to in- 
troduce to your commiſeration, all degrees of 
. who are renters only, from fifty 
6 4 to 
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to a thouſand pounds per Annum, in every 
part of the Kingdom. Take only an imagi- 
nary ſurvey of theſe, and you behold a hoſt 
of inveterately profeſſed and powerful ene- 
mies to your Balloon built eſtabliſhment for 
the increaſe and preſervation of Game; and 
here it is almoſt unneceſſary for me to add, 
that a little reflection in reſpect to theſe peo- 
ple, diſplays an inſtance of Tyranny and 
 Deſpotiſm not to be exceeded under any 
Monarchial Government in Europe. 


That an aſſertion ſo bold; and at the ſame 
time ſo juſt may be fairly verified, let me 
hold forth to public vw and contempt a 
moſt ſtriking inſtance of parliamentary in- 
gratitude.— Theſe people whole friendly aſ- 
fiſtance is found indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
increaſe the breed and promote the preſer- 
vation of the Game, (whoſe induſtry in the 
cultivation of your lands, and punctuality 


In 
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in the payment of your rents, form the cen 
trical and fundamental part of all your great- 

neſs) are prevented from enjoying one hour's 
relaxation from Labor in the purſuit of Game 
upon their own high rented premiſes; though 
a perfect ſtranger (ſaid only to be) poſſeſſed 


of one hundred a year at two hundred miles 


diſtance, may purſue and deſtroy that very 
Game, and break down the fences, not on- 
ly with impunity, but even under the pro- 
tection of Laws diſgraceful to the Britiſh 
Conſtitution. 


O Shame ! where is thy bluſh? ” Ei- 
TY revolts at the iniquitous diſtinction, and 
compels the impartial obſerver to feel and 
reſent the injury as his own. My Lords 
and Gentlemen, can -it be poſſible, that a- 
midſt your numbers, and in the preſent en- 
lightened age of reſinement, no one can be 
found fo little attached to his own heredi- 


tary 
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| tary conſequence, and love of power; as to 


embark in the cauſe of THE PEOPLE, and 


propoſe the abolition of laws, that tend to 


deſtroy the boaſted freedom of our Conſtitu- 


tion, and the little remaining * of the 


ſubject. 


The warmth of expreſſion muſt be excuſ- 
ed: the cauſe requires it. TRUTH may do 
much, openneſs to conviction more; there- 
fore accept this exhortation from truth . if 


the Game is an object worthy your attenti- 
on, let ſuch attention be blended with libe- 


rality. The friendſhip of the Farmers muſt 
be acquired in preference to every other 


conſideration; for diveſted of their ſupport 


and aſſiſtance, all your threats, laws, penal- 
ties and perſecutions become not only inef- 


fectual, but well known ſubjects of con- 


TEMPT and RIDICULE. For let it be un- 
derſtood, that although che Farmer is an 


enemy 


_ now” 
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enemy to your laws, he 1s not an enemy to 
the preſervation of the Game, or your gra- 
tification in the purſuit of it, from ſelfiſh or 
| Intereſted motives: No! he regards it with 
indifference, in reſpect to the GAME 1TSELF; 
nor would one in twenty of the Farmers, 
be at the trouble to kill, or the expence of 
bringing it to his Table, But the dictates 
of nature muſt be obeyed ; his reſentment is 
proportioned to the ſeverity, (to the ingrati- 
_ tude) of your injunctions, and he not only 
very judiciouſly declines the protection, but 
filently and exultingly acquieſces in the per- 
petual deſtruction of what he thinks he is 
oftentatiouſly, cruelly and wunjuſily prevented 
from becoming an honorable and public 
partaker of; wrapping himſelf up in the 
warm and happy tranſpoſition of Shylocks 
_ exclamation moſt admirably adapted to 
the unprecedented liberality of the occa- 
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The Villainy you teach me, I will execute; and it ſhall 


go hard, but I'll better the example. 


From the pleaſing and ſatisfactory ſenſati- 
on of Gratitude, the very labourer is infec- 
ted with the ſympathetic paſſion of Revenge, 
and during the ſeaſon of hay-making and 
harveſt, makes a merit of univerſal deſtructi- 
on, becauſe the wiſdom, the prudence, the 


undefiled purity of Parliament, has refuſed 


his Maſter a ſmall proportion of the produce 
of his own high rented premiſes. Is there 


a friend to honor, juſtice, equity or truth, 


who can withhold the tribute of applauſe 
from the Farmer for his honeſt reſentment, 
or the Servant for his unſhaken fidelity? 


After venturing to aſſure you, theſe are 
the genuine and invariable ſentiments of the 
parties deſcribed; repeatedly collected from 
their perſonal declarations, and not the ef- 
fect of party ſpirit, or capricious fancy, I 

ſhall 
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| ſhall preſume to offer a few obſervations up- 
on the conduct of a party, that in the em- 
bryo of your imaginations are conſidered 
the moſt important of your opponents ; 
though I have not the leaſt doubt but time, 
reflection and a thorou gh unbiaſſed inveſti- 
gation of the ſubject, will lead you to a full 
conviction, that of all claſſes, they have been 
the leaſt injurious to the cauſe in queſtion. 
For I muſt be permitted to declare, if the 
Game never ſuffered greater deſtruction, 
than from the deadly level of the Gun of 
the fair Sportſman in the field, qualified or 
unqualified, no act of yours would be requi- 
Hite for its preſervation. 5H 


My Lords and Gentlemen, If I may for a 
moment be permitted to believe, there are 
ſome few members of both Houſes, who have 
a practical knowledge of this ſubject, to them 
I wiſh to addreſs my argument, in prefer- 

ry ence 
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ence to the eye or ear of prejudice oppo- 
{ed to matter of F act. To Gunners without 
a landed qualification, great part of tlie diſ- 
aſters that befall the Game, have been un- 
juſtly and indiſcriminately attributed, but 
with what propriety let circumſtances ex- 
plain. The Requifites to form a complete 
and deſtructive Sportſman for the ſeaſon are 
many ; for inſtance, great ſtrength of conſti- 
tution to encounter the difficulties of fatigue 
and inclemency of weather ; Dogs excellent 
in their different kinds; as well as a compli- 
cated minutiæ known only to the ſporting 
world, to conſtitute what is technically call- 
ed © a good hot. Two of the three are 
rarely found in poſſeſſion of the ſame perſon; 
the whole /eldom or ever. The Gunners 
who are thus amazingly multiplied in Theo- 
ry, vaniſh in practical obſervation to a very 
few; and among thole many, who are pre- 
cluded the pleaſure of having a brace of 
Hh | birds 
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birds in poſſeſſion from their own guns, at 
any one time in the courſe of the ſeaſon, 
though unluckily-attached to the ſport, and 


make a great ſhow of Killing, by being ir in 
the uh nn gta it. 


Fes this claſs, not ſufficiently tremen- 
dous in action to rouſe the fears or indigna- 
tion of a Parliament anxious for the ſafety 
of ſo NATIONAL, an object, I ſhall make an 
eaſy tranſition to that more formidable com- 
bination, againſt which, it might with ſtrict 
propriety, have planted the full force of its 
artillery, thereby conciliating the affection 
and aſſiſtance of all parties intereſted in the 
event. It may be naturally concluded that 
the combination I allude to, is the incred1- 
ble number of Poacninc de leſperados inkeſt- | 
ing every part of the Kingdom. This nu- 
| merous and deſtructive body, unchecked by 

law, unawed by influence, and powerfully 
ſupported 


L 


ſupported by public contribution in oppoſiti- 
on to your Rigidity, annually kill and diſ- 
poſe of, double (nay treble) the quantity of 
Game deſtroyed by every other means what- 
ever. I ſhall not enlarge on the engines of 
nocturnal deſtruction ſo univerſally known 
in deſcription; but revert to the number 
and conſequence of their abettors, including 
all parties, and of all denominations, who 
conſider themſelves aggrieved by the abuſe 
of Power diſplayed in the cruelty and op- 
preſſion of the Game Laws. 


Theſe, as before enumerated, form a moſt 
incredible proportion of the people at large, 
who will go every length that ſeverity and 
retaliation can juſtify, to gratify, or ſatiate 
an unlimited reſentment. They are not 
only exceedingly numerous, but opulently 
powerful; and conſiſt of all thoſe (without 

exception) in cities, towns and the Metro- 
. | polis 
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polis, who being prevented from the procu- 
ration of Game, by the preſent conſtruction 
of Law, become voluntary purchaſers of 
what the market has been ſo plentifully ſup- 
plied with; and the Merchant, Innkeeper 
and Mechanic, agree for Pheaſant, Hare or 
Partridge, with nearly as little ſecrecy, as 
for a joint of meat in the public ſhambles. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, if you have 
not fixed an unalterable determination to 
remain obſtinately or politically deaf to the 
interpoſition of facts, and every ſpecies of 
reform ; let me (in the behalf of every real 
ſportſman, whoſe frame has experienced 
that electrical vibration, ſympathetically 
produced by the wonderfully inſtinQive in- 
ſpiring attitude of the Pointer; the determi- 
ned irreſiſtible ſpeed of the Greyhound, the 
Joyous crack of the Spaniel, or the more no- 
ble burſt of the enlivening Pack) intreat you 
"BN - 


\ 
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to pay ſome reſpect to circumſtances, that 
by your ſuperior ſituations in life you are 
prevented being privy to. If you muſt 
ſtill indulge doubts of its. authenticity, let 
me advance in my aſſertions and declare, I 


have for many years ſeen the very Manu- 


8 , 8 « . . 1 
facture of Game carried on in a more than 


- wholeſale manner; and been witneſs to a wai- 


ter's diſplay of SEVEN BRACE OF HARES 


(rom one ſack) of all which, the choice was 


offered for three ſhillings, or three and ſix- 
pence each, in proportion to their ſize and 
appearance. Nay I have ſeen a common 


Stage Waggoner, offer almoſt publicly, upon 


the road between Saliſbury and London, i, 
teen brace of birds, at two ſhillings a brace, 


four days before the commencement of the 
ſeaſon. 


9 
Without entering into a tedious detail of 
the — powerful and incontrovertible 
proofs 
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proofs of the contempt of the People at 
large to theſe. Laws, within my own know- 
ledge in ſo many years experience; I ſhall 
preſume only to obtrude another ſingle in- 
ſtance upon your attention, and then proceed 
to a few farther remarks upon the practice 
in its more extended complication. A Car- 
rier arrived with his Horſe and Cart, in the 
duſk of the evening, at the entrance to Lea- 
denhall Market, in which reſided the Per- 
ſon to whom his load was to be hrivately de- 
livered, but upon ſearching his pockets for 
inſtructions reſpecting the conſignment, to 
his utter aſtoniſhment and inexpreſſible mor- 
tification, ſuch indiſpenſible document was 
not to be found, but was evidently loſt in 
the journey. To attempt a recovery was 
vain, in a dilemma ſo truly diſtreſſing, with- 
out a Confidant to conſult, or a Friend to 
= aſſiſt, he felt himſelf (in ſuch ſtate of deſpon- 
1 diency) under the neceſſity of appealing to 
A Ma the 


TT: } 

the uncertain liberality of a Stranger; for 
after parading the pavement in alternate 
turns, (and a ſtate of perturbation better 
conceived than defcribed) for near two 
hours, weary in body, dejected in mind, a 
horſe jaded with his journey, and fearful of 
adventuring his lading in the yard of an in- 
ferior Inn to which he was deſtined; He 
tremblingly entered a Publie Houſe in the 
Neighbourhood, ſolicited ſecrecy from the 
Landlord, and communicated his misfor- 
tune. That he had been ſent to Town with 
one hundred brace of birds, from the County 
of Suffolk, for which he was to have receiv- 
ed half-a-Crown a brace, from the perſon to 
whom he was to deliver them, and he lived 
in Leadenhall Market; but having moſt 
unfortunately loſt his directions, and nei- 
ther the time or the occaſion admitting of de- 
lay, he had no alternative, but to ſolicit the 
interpoſing offices of a Stranger, to ſhield 

him 


E 
him from the impending horror of his ſitua- 
The Landlord (as may be readily 


2 


tion. 


ſuppoſed) promiſed his inſtantaneous ee; 


ance; the Countryman full of diſquietude 

returned to his Cart, and in half an hour 

the hampers were unpacked in the Publican's 

Cellar, and the contents immediately divid- 
ed between the Landlord, a Poulterer, and 
tis Friend, who took the whole at. eighteen 
pence per brace, paying the Countryman 
his Seven Pounds, ten Shillings, for their 
bargain. And I believe from this circum- 
ſtance ſo accidentally diſcovered, and fo 
perfectly authenticated, we may fairly infer, 
this is not by many, the only journey that 
has been made to the Metropolis upon a fi- 
pular occaſion. | | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, without a de- 
ſign to irritate, or © harrow up your feel- 
ings ” with unneceſſary repetitions ; let ſuch 

H 3 public 
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public contempt of pains and penalties loudly 
proclaim the exalted wiſdom of PARL1A- 
MENTARY PROSCRIPTION. Happy pre- 
ſage of compulſive reformation in the poli- 
tical tenets of the Britiſh Senate, when the 
rough unpoliſhed courage of an injured Ruſ- 
tic dare ſtem the torrent of Miniſterial Per- 
ſecution, regardleſs of the complicated pu- 
niſhments they have in ſtore for the undiſ- 
covered culprits, which thank heaven they 
can infli& only in imagination. I could add 
to the mortification of Legiſlative imbecility, 
and offer to your reflections a multiplicity 
of ſuch entertaining anecdotes, but I ſhall let 
it ſuffice to aſſure you, that Game of all 
ſorts, and in all quantities, has been for 
years, handed about for ſale, in every coun- 
try town without reſtraint, or the leaſt fear 
of information. The long ſtages on the 
Weſtern and Norfolk Roads, have in gene- 
ral plenty for the London Purchaſers ; and 

there 
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there are certain receptacles in the Metro- 
polis (which might be pointed out to the 


inquiſitive eye of eager curioſity) where an 


enquirer of decent appearance, may be ac- 
commodated with a ſufficiency to furniſh 
out a city feaſt, The Stage Waggoners, 
upon all the roads (friends to the common 
cauſe) can execute an order of the kind to 
any amount; and the traveller never finds a 
difficulty in procuring from the Landlord, 
or the Maiter of his Inn, @ Hare, Pheaſant, 
or Leaſh of Birds, to ſend off by the velugls 
to his London Friends in the morning. 


— 


I ſhall here venture to appeal to the pri- 


vate judgment of every individual of either 


houſe, when ſeated in the chair of domeſtic 


retirement and reflection, Whether he can | 
believe ſuch an accumulation of dead Game 


to be the production of Gunners of every de- 
nomination ? No! .. The indulgence of 
| H 4 ſuch 
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ſuch an Idea, even for a moment would be 
palpably ridiculous. The fair Sportſman 
qualified and unqualified, with all the exer- 
tion, perſeverance and induſtry that human 
ſtrength will admit of, could never effect 
(from dog and gun) half the deſtruction 
of a nocturnal combination, conſtituted ſole- 
ly upon the baſis of your own patriotic inſti- 
tution. I am willing, however to reverſe 
the caſe for the preſent, and ſuppoſe you 
are convinced the Nocturnal Adventurers, 


with their curiouſly deviſed engines of de- 


ſtruction, are the only claſs entitled to your 
indignation and whole force of reſentment. 
Admitting this, I ſee but one way that even 
a melioration of the evil 1s to be expected; 
for the Laws are ſo numerous, ſo complica- 
ted, and in many parts ſo inexplicable, that 
could Informers be procured, (which is by 
time and experience proved impoſſible) I 
| have 


LL @ © 


have but little reaſon to expect relief 


from their being carried into execution. 


In fact the Country Magiſtrate cannot be 
in a much more diſagreeable predicament, | 
than in a caſe of the kind if brought before 
him; for the Offenders are ſo reconciled to, 

| the buſineſs, as to think themſelves juſtified 
in purſuing it; the Neighbours (to. a man) 
agree they have done no more than ther. 
duty; and I have not the leaſt doubt, (as 
the laws now ſtand) if a Magiſtrate ſhould 
levy the penalties, or inflict the puniſhment 
of impriſonment upon any one, or more of 
ſuch party, but the depredators would be fo 
true to each other, as to levy ample revenge 
upon ſome part of his property, without 
waiting long for a ſerious opportunity. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ſeeing this 
buſineſs through the juſt medium of experi- 


mental 
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mental obſervation, that all menaces de- 


nounced againſt the parties, all encourage- 


ment promiſed to information, has never 


produced the leaſt effect; that where one 


information has been laid, the culhrit con- 


victed and the fine levied, five Thouſand have 
been rewarded . I relinquiſh every hope, ex- 
pectation, or deſire of ſeeing the Game in- 
creaſed or protected by Parliamentary leve- 
rity. If the late unprecedented deſtruction 


and preſent ſcarcity has not given you rea- 


| fon to abandon ſuch proſpefts, proceed in 


the full and flattering career of imaginary. 
eonſequence and deceptive ſubordination ; 
INCREASE your Laws, enlarge your PE- 
NALTIES, extend your RESTRICTIONS, 


and ſtill endeavour to preſerve THAT GAME, 


you have ſo long, and ſo plentifully in- 
creaſed. 


Having introduced thus much in obſervati- 
. on 
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1 

on upon that enormous maſs of inconſiſtency, 
the Laws in their preſent general conſtruction 
and ſtate of indiviſibility to be rendered com- 
prehenſible; I ſhall proceed to conſider, ſuch 
late additional reſtrictions, as come directly 
under the head of the GAME CRRTITICATE 


Tax, and endeavour clearly and imparti- 


ally to demonſtrate its effects, diveſted of 
Chicanery, deception, miſrepreſentation, or 


intereſted oppoſition. That I may not be 
unjuſtly ſuppoſed the intentional trumpet of 


either, it becomes perfectly applicable and 
directly in point, to declare my own diſin- 
tereſtedneſs upon the ſubject, and total in- 


difference to what Laws are adopted, but as 


an individual anxious to promote the ſport 
and entertainment of Poſterity, as well as to 


avert if poſſible the threatened extermination; 
having in conſequence of the general and 
almoſt incredible ſcarcity of Game, and 


more advantageous engagements, totally re- 


linquiſhed 
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linquiſhed the uſe of Dogs and Gun, with 
which for a ſeries of more than twenty years, 
I have uninterruptedly enjoyed the ſport in 
its utmoſt extent (when abſtracted from its 
preſent drudgery) upon many of your beſt 
Manors in various counties of the Kingdom, 
poſſeſſing no other QUALIFICATION or per- 
miſion but my Brace or POINTERS, a 
conſciouſneſs of what Liberty ſhould be, 
and an inflexible determination to purſue a a 
ſport, 1 felt myſelf equally entitled to, with 
| the mosT OPULENT of thoſe who had ſo 
greatly ſi gnalized themſelves in the formati- 
on of an intereſted Monopoly. J am ſorry to 
be under the neceſſity of producing a fact ſo 
inſignificant as my own perſonal contempt 
of Pains, Penalties and Perſecutions in con- 
firmation of the Aggregate; but my honor 
is pledged to demonſtrate the deſtructive 
tendency of theſe Laws, and their inefficacy 
muſt be pointed out. 17 
. | My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, I believe it is 
perfectly within your recollection, that our 
financier has been accuſtomed in his exordt- 

um to the introduction of the annual Bud- 

get to tell you, © that the taſk of propoſing, 


or impoſing Taxes upon the Public is, of all 


others, the leaſt likely to acquire Populari- ; 


33 


ty.” This ſtands admitted an incontrover- 


tible Truth, the impoſing of Taxes, having 


in its progreſs to encounter innumerable and 


capricious opinions, as prompted by the va- 
rious motives of Political Oppoſition—Penu- 
rious Principle Party rancour—or diſaſfect- 
ed Prejudice. Proceeding implicitly upon 
the purport of his own declaration, we are 
naturally led to conclude, that ſuch taxes 
as he is from his ſituation, under the indiſ- 
penſible neceſſity of propoſing, for the ſanc- 


tion of your approbation, are thoſe leaft 


likely to create popular diſapprobation ; at 


the ſame time that they bear the probability 


of 


E YJ 


— 


of becoming both permanent and effeftrve. 
Forming this concluſion as directly condu- 


cive to the dignity of his official Capacity, 
it is exceedingly juſt we ſhould give him 


credit for the fencerity of his deſign, which 


was undoubtedly to have INCREASED the 
Revenue and preſerved the Game, by the 
indigeſted formation and precarious iſſue of 


the Tax before us. A Plan in the eagerneſs 
of the moment fraught with probability, and 
in the extremity of expectation conſidered 
_ -enfallible ; but when it is recollected, that 


the MIN IS TER himſelf had no practical know- 
ledge of the ſubject, no information to form 
his judgment upon, but the Theoretic Opini- 
ons and deluſive ſchemes of MINISTERIAL 
-PROJECTORS and officral dependents, it can- 
-not be productive of the leaſt ſurpriſe, that 
for the laſt rivE YEARS, the Tax has pro- 
portionally diminiſhed as the Game has been 
reduced. | 5 
If 


1 

If there are ſtill wanting farther proofs of 
that reduction, I have only to appeal to 
your own diſpaſſionate deciſion, and the in- 
| formation you derive from your Keepers,— | 
your domeſtic dependents and ſporting Friends; 
by the major part of whom, (if not ſervilely 
ſilent, or politically deceptive) you may be 
moſt authentically convinced of the preſent 
wretched and impoveriſhed ſtate of all ſorts 

_ of Game in every part of the Kingdom. But 
that no collateral proof may be omitted that 
can aſſiſt in bringing home the well founded 
charge of © sPEEDY ANNIHILATION, ” I 
beg permiſſion to call to our aid, the annu- 
al diminution of the Certificate Tax, which 
when once introduced, and palpably demon- 
ſtrated by Arithmetical proofs from the 
Books of Office ; will evidently counteract | 
every declaration that may be attempted, . 
and every opinion that may have been form- 


ed 
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ed upon the (imaginary) permanence of the 
Tax, or expected preſervation of the Game. 


Reſpecting the diminution of the Tax, al- 
though it might not be publicly obſerved, it 
was certainly officially known for the four 
years in ſucceſſion ; and-although we have 


already given the FinancizR credit for the 


ſincerity of his intention in the fir/t inſtance, 
that /incerity became very conſiderably warp- 
ed, by the late addition to the Tax, more 
particularly when ſo ſuſpiciouſly conducted 
under the maſk of duplicity. My Lords 
and Gentlemen, it is hardly neceſſary for 
me to obſerve to you, (who know the traits 
of character ſo much more intimately, and 
have no doubt critically annalized his points 
and herfections) that our preſent PRIME 
MINISTER is ſingularly averſe to the perſo- 


nal mortification of Mental Abortion; and 


would rather encounter an accumulation of 
| difficulties 


EN 


difficulties and popular obſtruction, (in his 
perſeverance) than ſuffer his dignity to be de- 
graded by relinquiſhing any ſcheme or pro- 
; jection once adopted, tho' it evidently tended 
to its own deſtruftion. This remark I preſume 
to make, under the pleaſing reflection, that I 
have your general concurrence with me in 
an aſſertion, that Perfection is not in hu- 
man nature; that being admitted upon 
fair ground ; I ſee no reaſon why we are to 
expect infallibility, in a CHANCELLOR OF 
THE EXCHEQUER, or FIRST LORD OF 
THE TREASURY, more than in the inferior 
and leſs conſpicuous orders of the Creation. 
The plain unembelliſhed Rate of the fact is 
this ; ; there are in the multitude numbers, 
who ſeeing very little, if at all, beyond therr 
own ſhadows, implicitly rely upon appear- 
ances'and fall into every vortex thrown open 
for their deception. Theſe were induced to 
__ if not believe, that the New GAR 

| I | Laws 
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Laws would entirely ſuppreſs the conſtant- 
ly increaſing progreſs of Poaching, and that 
the CerTiFiIcaTE Tax would preſerve (if 
not increaſe) the little breed of Game then 


; | 9 & | 0 
remaining; upon ſuch ſlender preſumption, 
moſt of thoſe who wiſhed or expected it, 


cheerfully took out their Licences for the 
firſt two or three years; but when the evident 


| deſtruction and unprecedented ſcarcity of 


Game came plainly home, to the plaineſt 
comprehenſion, and the obſtinately incredu- 
lous were compelled to believe; every Man's 
pride, as well as his reaſon took the alarm, 
and he could no longer reconcile it to his 
underſtanding, to continue a heavy contri 
bution to Government for the condeſcending 
privilege of purſuit, when there was ab- 
ſolutely little or nothing left to purſue. 


This, My Lords and Gentlemen, is the 
w_ eſtimation of the Game Laws and Cer- 
tificate 


EZ 


tificate Tax at this moment, the Game ra- 
pidly reduced, and the Tax conſequently 


diminiſhed; but leaſt the aſſertions of an in- 
dividual ſhould be conſidered (by ſelf inte- 


reſted or party opponents) literary efforts, 


or faſhionable falſehoods, fabricated merely 
to gloſs the cauſe engaged in, and not as de- 
monſtrative proofs, uniformly produced, to 


influence the judgment and confirm the fact. 
It is in ſome degree fortunate, that I am luc- 
kily enabled to avail myſelf of the Aſſiſtance 


ſo generouſly afforded me from the reſearches 


of Orricial AUTHORITY; a channel of 


information that is too generally and too 
meanly ſequeſtered from Patriotic inſpection. 
This almoſt un precedented ſpecimen of Pub. 
lic Spirit, and perſonal liberality, happily 


| affords me the advantage of not only ſetting 
at defiance, but deciſively wiping away, all 


ſuperficial formations and Theoretic Opini- 
ons upon the efficacy and ferma rmanence of ſuch 
1 2 Tax 
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Tax, by a chain of evidence, every link of 
which, 1s too palpable to be diſputed, too 


ſubſtantially authenticated to be denied, 


| My Lords and Gentlemen, to eſtabliſh 
theſe points beyond the power of controver- 
ſy, to prove the penetration and practical 


knowledge of the Miniſter's ſþorting Friends, 
and to perpetuate the unerring veracity of 
that Miniſter's predetermined prediction, up- 


on the permanent production of ſuch favo- 


rite and infallible Tax; permit me to lay 


before you, an exact ſtatement of the amount 


of the Game Duty Licences for each year, 


from 1785, (the firſt of their eſtabliſhment) 


to the liſt of the preſent year, 1792, thereby 


incontrovertibly demonſtrating, the amount 


of the Tax to be leſs in its aggregate (even 
with the additional pecuniary reſtriction) 
for the PRESENT YEAR; than in the year, 
1787; when with all its /þeculatrve proſpects, 

5 It 
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it was at the zenith of plauſibility ; and from 
which period the perſecuting principle of 
Miniſterial Oppreſſion, has been gradatio- 
nally counteracted (and will be totally eclip- 
ſed) by the perſevering and ſpirited reſent- 
ment of a firm, fieady and enli ONT Peo- 
ple. 


As it vill be evidently unneceſſary to at- 
tract your attention largely from objects of 
GREATER PUBLIC (or more private) im- 
portance, by too extenſive a recital, I ſhall 
proceed to preſent in as conciſe a way as 
poſſible, ſuch Arithmetic Proofs as become 
immediately conducive to the purpoſe of 

conviction. But as it would be too tedious 
for general peruſal and inveſtigation to in- 
troduce, arrange and correct the official do- 
cuments of every County in the Kingdom, i it 
will be much more applicable to contract 
the ſubſtance of the whole and reduce it to 


TT #3 


a ſingle point of view, by fixing upon the 
firſt County as it ſtands Alphabetically 
(BEREKSHIRE) for the CRITERION; Which 
being not only in ſome degree centrical, but 
univerſally acknowledged proportionally 
Popurous, FERTILE, and OPULENT with 
any other, may be fairly and candidly con- 
cluded (at leaſt in this inſtance) to ſpeak 
the general ſenſe of the people at large, up- 


on a Law ſo truly TYRANNICAL, and a Tax 


ſo juſtly oESPISED. Previous to which ſtate- 


ment, it becomes unavoidably neceſſary to 


make the moſt honorable mention of, and 
exprels my grateful acknowledgments to, 
thoſe Gentlemen, who ſo cheerfully waved 
the characteriſtic and accuſtomed ſecrecy of 
office, to furniſh collateral proofs for ſo x * 
TRIOTIC a purpoſe. | 


The Annual Amount of The Game Du- 
ty in Berkſhire, from 1785, to 1792, both 
incluſive. | Years, 


E 


Years. No. of 2 Gu. Certificates iſſued. Amount. 


DR F. Ss. 4. 
1783 — 475. 8 
1786 — — 490 — — 1029 © 0 
1787 — — 493 — — 103. 6 0 
1788 — — 484 — — 1016 8 0 
1789 — — 457 — — 959 14 © 
1799 — — 441 — — 926 20 


Tax increaſed io 3 Guinea Certificates. 


F708 — 375 — — 1181 5 0 
1792 — — 325 — — 102g 15 
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Under theſe heads, thus accurately ſtated, 
we obſerve a gradual defalcation of Certifi- 
cates, from the year eighty- ſeven, to the 
year ninety-two, in the following ratio. 


I 4 | In 


Tax, (ſo evidently adopted for the good of 


Fw 1 


In the firſt year a falling off of Nine. 


The Second —— of Thirty-Six. 
The Third ———— of Fifty-Two. 
The Fourth — One Hundred 
and Eighteen. 
*The Preſent ———— of ONE HuN- 


DRED- and SIXTY-EIGHT. - 


Being more than one third of the original 
Subſcribers to this © voluntary Tax, in ſo 


| ſhort a ſpace as the laſt five years of its eſta- 


bliſhment. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, you in your 


moments of retroſpection will be enabled to 


recollect, whether this immaculate © Heaven 


born, Miniſter,” in his adulatory exordium 


to the propoſed increaſe of this' execrated 


his 
* By Liſt Publiſhed October 2, in the County Paper. 


CS 1 * 
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his Country, the preſervation of the Game, 
and the exulting hope of paying off a Million 
a year of the, National debt) did openly, canis 
didly, or in fact (more comprehenſively ſpeak- 
| ing) HONESTLY condeſcend to inform you, 
what had been the real produce, and expe- 
rienced annual deficiency of the Duty, for 
the three laſt years immediately preceding 

this reiterated innovation, Did he, come 
forward and ſay, that in conſequence of ſuch | 
unexpected falling off of the Tax, and un- 
foreſeen deſtruction and conſequent ſcarcity 
of Game, he was under the neceſſity of en- 
hancing the Duty to render it equally produc- 
tive with what it had been? Or, that he 
found it politically expedient to ſurcharge 
ſuch Tax (already highly productive) that it 
might, by its preſent proſpect and promiſing 
permanence, become till more ſubſervient 
to the exigencies of the ſtate, and the rapaci- 
ty of its dependents ? thereby endeavauring 
9 to 
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to conceal from the public his own ſhame 
and diſappointment, Whether he did, or 
did not, is not at all neceſſary to the eſta- 
bliſhment of a palpable truth; either decla- 
ration would not have reflected much honor 
upon his ſporting penetration, or his ſince- 
rity : for as one would have afforded ample 
proof of his 1MBEC1LITY, ſo the other would 
have been equally expreſſive of his pveLt- | 
CctTY. — 1 


My Lords and Gentlemen, you are not 
ſo imperfectly read in the infinite volume of 
human tranſactions, as not to know what 
Min1sTERS and PARLIAMENTS have been; 
nor are you now to be told what incongru- 
ous embryo the wou of TiuE may yet be 
pregnant with. This ſeems to be the age of 
verſatility and REVOLUTION, and the pre- 
ſent generation may live to ſee, a PRIME 
Mixis TER the baſking favourite of his So- 

Vereign 


E 


vereign, at the moment he is a profeſſed ene - 
my to the rights of the People; enjoying all 
the dazzling Splendour of Official dignity, 
vithout the common civilities of a Private 
Gentleman; whoſe perſonal pride and in- 
nate frigidity may prompt him to treat even 
his equals with zndzference, and his unfortu- 
nate inferiors with contempt ; who may be 
perfectly abſtracted from all thoſe refined 
ſenſations that are an ornament to human 
Nature, and feeling little or none for the diſ- 
treſſes of the ſubordinate and afflited part of 

the Creation, care not how much he ſacrifi- 

ces to the 1NFL UENCE OF THE CRown, 
how little to the CLAIMS OF THE PEOPLE, 
Who piquing himſelf upon his halſive ma- 
jority in Parliament, may feel a gratification 
of family ambition, in raiſing to the moſt o- 
pulent and eminent ſtations of truſt, every 
remote remnant of conſanguinity and rela- 


tive „ f with no other diſtinguiſhing 


mark, , 
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mark, than an invincible impenetrability of 
intellect; whilſt GENIus, ABILITVY and Ix- 
TEGRITY, lay diffidently dormant in the 
dark receſſes of obſcurity. I ſay, My Lords 
and Gentlemen, we may yet ſee, Miniſters, 
under the maſk of that Political Cunning, 
and deſigning diſſimulation, ſo feelingly de- 
pitted by the celebrated CHESTERFIELD, 
(as abſolutely indiſpenſible to the accom- 

pliſhments of a Courtier) influence, deceive, 
or corrußl, the ententional purity of Parlia- 
ment, to the worſt of purpoſes. Nay, it is 
not beyond the pale of poſſibility, but ſome 
of thoſe who now live may ſee, a Miniſter 
not only compelled (by an unanimous vote 
of Parliament) to relinquiſh ſo favourite a 
ſyſtem of finance, by a total repeal of theſe 
Laws, when there 1s neither GAME 10 
DESTROY, or DUTY TO COLLECT ; but af- 
ter ſolacing himſelf for years in the exhilirat- 
ing rays of Royalty, ſurrounded by a {ervile 


herd 


ty 
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herd of adulating Sycophants, and flattered 


to the very ſummit of Proſperity, reduced to 
the moſt mortifying ſtate of human exiſtence 
by the barbed arrow of Adverſity); without 
the conſolatory remembrance of one ſingle 
act of Jus IE or BENEVOLENCE, during 


his career of Oppreſſive inſenſibility, or a 


friendly finger of commiſeration to cloſe the 


eye of contrite miſery, at the tremendous 


moment of paſſing that © bourn from whence 
no traveller returns; in which dark chaos 
of futurity, all is obſcured from the ſcruti- 
nizing eye of even the moſt vix r uous and 
RELIGIOUS inveſtigation” 


My Lords and Gentlemen, ſuperior ex- 
cellence in prophetic divination, or a profi- 
ciency in characteriſtic delineation is by no 


means neceſſary, to “hold as 'twere the Mix- 


ROR up to NATURE, to ſhew VIX ruf her 
own FEATURE, SCORN her own image, and 
85 the 
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the very age and body of the Time, his form 
and preſſure. ” A Pen leſs ſeriouſly mclin- 
ed, or influenced by factious motives, might 
be induced to animadvert more freely upon 
the ſuppoſed degeneracy of the Times, the 
faſhionable pliability of Parliament, and the 
delinquency of thoſe who guide the reins of 
Government, as moſt applicable to the par- 
ty it meant to eſpouſe. But My Lords and 
Gentlemen, with ſonie degree of confidence 
and exultation on my part, let it be known 
to you, that mine is the Pen of DEPENDENCE | 
and cannot become the ſubſervient inſtru- 
ment of Proſtitution. Its invariable purpole 
is to convince, not to detract; it is embarked 
in the cauſe of TE ProrlE, unattached to 
Party, without any thing to hope from one, 
or to fear from the other; not dependent 
upon the narrow prejudices and capricious 
fluctuation of intereſted individuals, but act- 
ing upon the more extenſive ſcale of Nario- 


NAL 
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Nat IxDULCExCE, with no other proſpect 


than the GENERAL Goop. 


My Cas and Gentlemen, baren alrea 
dy introduced a light remark upon the ge- 


nerally received poſſibility, of a Parliament's 


being © Corrupted, Influenced, or Deceived ® 
by the ſuperlative diſſimulation, Political fi- 
neſſe, or accompliſhed Cunning of Miniſters, 
as proved (upon ſuch v excellent Authori- 
ty) fo immediately neceſſary to their exiſt- 
ence; I muſt beg leave to wipe away, any 


early impreſſion that may be unfavourably 


formed, upon the bare. poſſibility of the pre- 


ſent Parliament's being at all vulnerable on 


the ſcore of CorruerioN in the formation of 
Tax GAuE Laws: that they haye been both 


enfiuenced and deceived, 1 believe will be 
| readily admitted by every juſt and good Man 
in the Kingdom. But My Lords and Gen- 


tlemen, when I preſume to aſſert boldly, 


that 
1 Cheſterfield. 


* 


that you have been INL UENCED and DRC. 
ED, I do not by any means intend to inſinu- 


ate, or wiſh it to be underſtood, that you 


have been unfairly biaſſed by any MixisrERLAL | 


practices; but © influenced” only by an in- 
variable attachment to your OWN INTERESTS, 
and unfortunately * deceived ” in the event. 
This poſition ſtands upon a baſis too ſelf evi- 


dent to require the leaſt corroboration ; in 


_ Juſtification of which, let me claim permiſſi- 


on to appeal to the calm and unimpaſſioned d : 
ſenſations of every individual of either houſe, 
when ſeated in the eaſy chair of domeſtic ru- 
mination, whether (ſuppoſing him even one 
of thoſe bleſſed with a portion of Philanthro- 
py and univerſal benevolence,) the ſtimula- 
tive pride of local ſuperiority, and inſtinc- 
tive emulation, did not prompt him (in the 
formation of theſe laws) to the imaginary | 


gratification of diſplaying his power, and 


monopolizing the Game, beyond the influ- 
ence 


AF 
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ence of any contiguous competitor. My 


Lords and Gentlemen, to ſuppoſe you leſs 


liable to thoſe predominant ſenſations of 
Mortality, AuBITION and SELF IX TER EST, 
than the reſt of mankind; were to conceive 
that a day of election to one-houſe, or of 
creation to the other, was a day of politi- 
cal abſolution, and that a ſeat mw ether, was 
become a ſeat of purification and infallibi- 


lity. | 


I am under the neceſlity of candidly con- 
felling myſelf one of the infinite number 
who wiſh ſuch Parliamentary initiation was 

a certain prelude to future perfection; but I 
confidently believe, the very great majority 
of that multitude, who annually look up to 
the wiſdom of both houſes, for the natio- 
nal protection of their. Perſons, and pre- 
ſervation of property, will think me am- 

ply juſtified in imputing to every Mem- 
88 "> „ 


E 
ber of the Legiſlative Body, an equal por- 
tion of thoſe charatteriſtic traits, with the 


moſt inferior of their conſtituents ; impli- 
citly believing, that from the prevalent im- 


purity and degeneracy of our Natures, an 


introduction to a ſeat in the Senate, can 


have but very little influence in reforming 


the minds and manners of men; but rather 
tends to diſplay an extenſion of the infe&i- 
ous and daily increaſing oſtentation, that ſo 
evidently marks our ſyſtematic degradation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, I mean that 


contemptible perſonal pride- and external 
appearance, that has not only ſuperſeded 
the dictates of reaſon, and ſet the obtrufion 
of DISCRETION at defeance ; but given birth 
to every ſpecies of Eaſtern Luxury and ener- 
vation. Diſguiſed our Wok; Effemi- 
nated our MN; proſtituted the remains of 
rural dignity ; tainted the attachment of the 
Tenantry ; jaundiced the fidelity of domeſtic 

| _ dependents; 
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dependents ; and laid the Axe to the very 
root of OLD Enciisn HosetTALIiTY. In 
ſhort, what by far the greater part of Mag- 
nificent Manſions, and Manor Houſes now 
are, it will be much more proper for others 


to conceive, than for me to deſcribe. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, making the 
neceſſary tranſition from the various motives 
and perſonal proſpetts of the parties who 
_ concurred in the formation of theſe Laws, 
to the Operative Spirit of the Laws them- 
ſelves; the ſurpriſe that is at firſt excited by 
their abſurdity, incon ſiſtency, and deſtructive 
tendency, is almoſt inſtantly diſpelled when 
we conſider them ſanQioned and introduced 
to Parliament, by a Miniſter who could ſo 
far forget the weakneſs of that Sex we have 
ever been accuſtomed to protect, and wich a 
certain degree of inanimation, to be equal- 
led only by the coldneſs of his conſtitution, 

| 2 riſe 
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riſe from his ſeat and propoſe a Tax, vpon 


what our very feelings prompt us to believe 


with ſtrict truth, the greateſt comfort of our 
Lives, - - - A Woman! AI have ever 
conſidered it a gratification of my. utmoſt 
ambition; that I have the happineſs to be 


perſonally known to many members of both 


houſes, and thoſe who do know me, beſt : 


know; from the difference of temperament, - 
or the traits of charatter, (as a Sportſman, 


and an inviolable friend to the Sex) that had 


IT been honored with a ſeat in that, or any 


other Senate, I would ſooner have acceded 


to a Tax upon all other Thx cs in the uni- 


verſe, than the very thing alluded to. And 
perhaps it may be erroneouſly imagined I 
mean to ſport an Idea of jocularity, when on 
the contrary it is my intent to declare moſt - 


ſeriouſly, I never felt myſelf more mortified 


or diſappointed, than when I found the 
whole BENCHñHñ or Bishors, had not riſen 


und 
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und voce to oppoſe the Bill, or at leaſt to 
have entered their Proteſt againſt the ab/olute- 


fon of Taxing the universaL Bur ER of 


every Good Man inthe Kingdom. It however 
affords ſome conſolation in the. midſt of 


fame, that REMQRSE has occaſioned a Re- 
heal; and for the honor of Parliament, as 


well as the Kingdom at large, I moſt hearti- 
ly wiſh (if it were poſſible) the very remem- 


brance, as well as THE AcT, might be ex- 


punged from the Journals as diſgraceful to 
the Age and Land in which we live. 


Returning however to the inefficacy of 
the Law upon which I preſume to arreſt 
your attention, I muſt be permitted to intro- 


duce.two inſtances (of a thouſand that might 


be adduced) in corroboration of a remark 
made in my Prefatory Addreſs to the Pre- 
mier; that the preſent Certificate Tax, cer- 
fainly admits the gſibility, indeed the pro- 

— f bability, 


BE 
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bability of © a PEER and Cobler's meeting 


in the ſame field uncertain of each other's 


privilege. ” This ſuppoſition 1s every way 


admiſſible, for the Cobler having aſſumed the 


Character and pleaſures of a GENTLEMAN, 


(in conſideration of an annual contribution 


to Government) would never ſo far deviate 


from his newly acquired dignity, as to in- 


ſiſt upon the name, of a Pex, or a ſight of 


his Certificate; and equally certain it is, 
there is no one PEER that would be exceed- 
ed in politeneſs by a Cobler. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, however in- 
applicable. or obtruſive this remark may ap- 
pear at firſt ſight, I muſt beg leave to aſſert 
it directly in point; and leaſt ſuch mode of 
reaſoning unſupported by proof, ſhould be 
conſidered the effect of imagination calcula- 
ted rather to deceive than convince, I avail 
myſelf of the opportunity to proclaim the 

5 reverſe 
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reverſe and ſtate the fact. I pledge you my 


honor, I have the power and means to pro- 


duce (could I condeſcend to proſtitute my 
principles and become that tool of infamy, 


an Informer) the moſt inconteſtible evidence, 


that in one and the ſame year fince the eſta- 


bliſhment of the Game Dvry, Certificates 


| were taken out in a City of Opulence, not 
only by a Journeyman Upholſterer, then 
abſolutely renting a room at two ſhillings 
per week; but by a Journeyman Shoemaker 
alſo, (whoſe names I have at this moment 
in my poſſeſſion); the latter of whom Bol p- 
LY but prudently annexed the honorable and 
| faſhonable appellation of © Esquire'” to 
his, the better to conceal thoſe awkward ap- 


pendages the leathern apron and lapſtone. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, after ſuch - 


% damning proofs of the contempt of theſe 
Laws, by even the loweſt claſſes of ſociety, 
can it be neceſſary for me to dip deeper into 
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the reſervoir of carefully collected facts, * 


prove the weakneſs and inconſiſtency of con- 


tinuing ſuch Laws; or to excite your belief 


of what is too- univerſally known, and too 


publicly authenticated for any rational Man 
to doubt even for a moment, the purity of 


information. 


Before I take leave of this part of the ſub- 


ject, to which I return no more, I muſt be 


permitted in addition to the recent recital 


of ſuch ſporting fortitude as the Sou ERSET- 
SHIRE Mechanics, to mention contraſts e- 
qually ſtriking, within the circle of my own 
Equeſtrian Excurſions; where I conſtantly 
ſee, Perſons of opulence and known landed 
qualification, purſuing their toil (for ſport 
it muſt certainly now be diveſted of) not on- 
ly without perceiving, but abſolutely diſa- 
vowng, the leaſt neceſſity for, that exulting 
padge of Parliamentary rn A GER 

. IV ICATE 


IIA TE. To theſe I take the liberty to 
annex a claſs of my moſt intimate Friends, 
who after the expence of their Certificates, 
and two months inceſſant purſuit with leſs 
ſucceſs than ever; are ſo perfectly convin- 
ced of the unprecedented ſcarcity and threat- 
ened annihilation, that their dogs and guns 
are doomed to ſuſpenſion and reſt from 
their labors: and a certain fact it is, that 
there are ſome hundreds in the Kingdom, 
and thoſe. not inferior ſhots, who have ne- 
ver had to boaſt of three brace of birds for 
their three Pounds, four Shillings, from the 

- commencement of the ſeaſon. Under ſuch 
general declarations made in all places, and 
circulated from all quarters, it requires no 
great degree of prophetic inſpiration to pre- 
dict a falling off of the duty for the next 
year, in proportion to the almoſt incredible 
deſtruction of Game for we two. or threg 
n laſt paſt, 


My 


4+ M0 


My Lords and Gentlemen, having of- 
fered ſuch accurate ſtate of the Game, and 
produced ſuch explanatory proofs of the 
deſtructive tendency of Parliamentary pro- 
ſcription, as will I believe, not be diſputed 
by the deepeſt head, or dullęſt comprehen- s 
fion in the Kingdom; it becomes neceſfary 
(at leaſt to my purpoſe) to take into re- con- 
ſideration, the practices of thoſe deſperate 
inſtruments of a ſuperior power, the various 


bandittt of Poachers that infeſt every part of 


the Kingdom. To ſuch an unprecedented 


degree of hardened perfection has that ſyſ- 
tematic depredation been carried on (in the 
moſt ludicrous contempt of your Laws) un- 
der the univerſal ſanction of an unanimous 
and determined body of the people; that 
no hope of reformation can be expected 
from the utmoſt ſeverity, it is in the power 
of Parliament to proclaim, or the intentio- 
nal hope of the Miniſters of juſtice to in- 

flict. 


E 


| Aid. Having already repeatedly aſſerted 
(and Parliamentary experience for ſeven 


years paſt, has convinced them of the fact) 


that all the boaſted Pawns, Penalties and 


Proſecutions, ſo liberally threatened in the 
curiouſly conſtructed fabric, have been long 
ſince immerſed in the vortex of popular ex- 


ecration; I proceed to explain conciſely an 


oblique ſurvey of the collateral injuries ſuſ- 


tained by the country in general, as another 
reſulting conſequence from the unprece- 


dented deſtruction and preſent ſcarcity of 


The Game. This palpable deficiency in 


the annual emoluments ariſing from the 
practice, (in addition to the conſtant in- 


creaſe of its Profeſſors) having rendered the 


buſineſs too trifling for ſole ſubſiſtence ; it 


has become unavoidably neceſſary to call in 
the farther aid of Nocturnal depredation of 


Poultry from the Hen-rooſt, or Fiſh from the 
Fonds of thoſe Noblemen or Gentlemen 


whole 
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whoſe domains are luckily ſituated, and 
happily calculated to gratify their immedi- 


ate wants and reward their adventures. So 


well and ſo fully am I convinced of this 
practice from the moſt indubitable proofs, 
that I will venture to affirm, Poaching in 
the firſt. inſtance, and a failure of it in the 
laſt, has conſtituted more Ruſtic Thieves of 
the above deſcription, than eyery other ex- 
citement brought into the Aggregate, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, do me the 
Juſtice to aſſure yourſelves this is not the fer- 
tility of imagination, or the heightening of 


fiction intentionally. caleulated to impreſs 


upon your minds “the round unvarniſhed 
tale; but a truth too forcibly known, and 
with the approach of winter, 20 ſeriouſly 
dreaded in every part of the Country. It is 
by no means neceſſary, nor is it my intent 
to inereaſe the mortification of reflection, 

i 
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by an aggravating retital of corroborating 
inſtances, that have never yet been brought 
into a court of juſtice ; I ſhall therefore let 


it ſuffice to ſay, that I moſt confidently be- 
lieve, there are very few. (if any) Members 


of either houſe, whoſe external Property, 


or out door Stock, has not at ſome time or 


other ſuffered in theſe Nocturnal excurſions 


as well as the Game: the alternative be- 


coming now more immediately neceſſary, 
in proportion as the Game is annually 
reduced. 85 

My Lords and Gentlemen, if we go 
fill farther, and extend our reſearches, 
looking more minutely into the increaſing 
pradlice of Poaching and Nocturnal depre- 


dation; excluſive of the conſtant encou- 


ragement and pecuniary temptation eter- 
nally held forth by the claſs of People already 
deſcribed, we muſt advert in a flight degree 


to 


7 . 


LY 
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to the ſtate of the Ruſtic poor in almoſt eve- 


ry part of the Kingdom. — This I muſt be 


permitted to declare is truly horrid beyond 
deſcription ! . . If, My Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, arrogance, pride, oppoſition, or 


contrariety of opinion ſhould prompt the 


moſt ſupercilious of ſociety, to put THRORx 


in competition with Practice, and ſtart 


the queſtion from whence I derived 


my 


knowledge for ſuch communication ; I re- 


ply, from that invariable and ſteady touch- 


ſtone of Truth experience, in a perſonal in- 


ſpection of, and Profeſſional attendance up- 


on the ſick and neceſſitous of various pariſhes 


(in the centre of a moſt fertile county) where 


the ſufferings of the Poor, © beggar all de- 


ſcription * and © harrow up the ſoul of hu- 


* 


manity. ” 


Where the accumulated diſ- 


treſs and rigidity of relief bear no proportion 
to each ather—and where the uncharitable 


oppreſſive ſeverity of pariſh Officers, 


and 
the 


(0 


the inflexible calloſity ofinſenfible VII LAGE 


TyRaNnTs firſt determined me to relinquiſh 


Parochial Practice, that I might be releaſed 


from a Repetition of diurnal ſcenes the moſt 

miſerable ; in which the law did not enable 

me to relieve the object, or * the. * 
ance. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, I can have 


no doubt but very many of you experience 
the uxorial ſolicitude, and parental anxiety 
of a family; with the perpetual ſuſpenſe 
that ſo inceſſantly pervades the mind, for 
the comfort, the ſafety and the happineſs of 


the whole. Change the ſcene for one mo- 


ment from the domeſtic affluenee, the thou- 
ſand gratifications and ſuperfluities of your 
oun habitations; to the feelings of a Parent 
much leſs refined, but no leſs natural. Stand 
in the ſhoes of inexpreſſible wretchedneſs, 


and behold a Wife and ſeven or eight chil- 


dren 


"_ — - = 
Mm - E 2 = = 
— — - — 


Ar — 2 — * 
WS 8 
— — — —— 


—— — — 


wlll 
i 
1 


1 

"Mn 

; } 

i 

I; 

* 

y 

ö | 
' 


} 
i 
0 
q! 
1 
Wl 
yi 


—— 


: = — 
— — — 


8 3 4 
— —— 


— — —— ͤ — — — 
——————————ů ——————— — — —— — 


** WWW N 5 N05 IT a) TO RY fore. 932 — A vx \ * 8 
ENS . — EIS S I Zo So . > ba + 1 12 — a 8 * — — 3 
rr ·/q e TT OT S 
3 / * 


— 2 * 
— Oe 


7 a 


a = 
— — — — 


— 
„„ „K ——1 — - ũ [ “% % ES * 


— 


* 


dren ( 6 bare forked animals) not living, 


but barely exiſting, or rather half ſtarving, 


upon the miſerable pittance of fourteen pence, 


per day, the produce of from twelve to fif- 
teen hours labor; ſurvey the ſum, explore 


its magnitude, and again turn © the mind's 
eye, to the unhappy group, deſtined by 


fate and harder Fortune, to ſubſiſt upon its 


ſcanty produce. Here I may jolly exclaim, 


oe Take phylic; Pomp ; ; 
% Expoſe thyſelf to feel what wretches feel ; | 
* That thou may ſt ſhake the ſuperflux- to them, : 


And ſhew the heavens more juſt, ads 


Bread—Water—Skim Milk (if the neigh- 


bourhood even at a mile or two diſtant luc- 


j 


kily affords it) and a few Potatoes are the: 


utmoſt limits of their LU XURY. Theſe are 
their delicacies in ſickneſs or in health, and 
ſhould diſeaſe with all her impending hor- 
rors pervade the hovel, (to complete the 


meaſure 


if @ 


- meaſure of human Affliction) the conſolation 


moſt frequently to be - procured by. tears 
and entreaties, in the midſt of ſuch inexpreſ- 
ſible poverty and wretchedneſs,' is a reluo- 


tant mandate from that Parochial PROrESs- 
soxR or HUMANITY the Overſeer, for the 


Superintendence of the Medical Annuitant, 
who having, though at ſome conſiderable 


diſtance, influenced by his neceſſities, en- 
gaged to ſupply the Paupers of the whole 


pariſh (for five or fix miles in extent) for 
the paltry ſtipend of EIGHT or TEN pounds, 
can afford very few imple preparations, in 
addition to the ſurpriſing efficacy of his at- 
tendance; and ſhould ſuch perſonal inſpec- 
tion, in the drearieſt of all ſeaſons, prove 


food to be more immediately neceſfary than 


 Phyfic, it is no uncommon thing to be ob- 
liged to threaten theſe humane, charitable, 
church going, pſalm ſinging delegates, with 
a ſummons to the. ſeat of Magiſtracy, be- 
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fore a Neck of Mutton (at the expence of 
the moſt opulent in the Pariſh) can be ob- 


tained for the children of wretchedneſs, o- 
verwhelmed with yoveRTY and DISEASE. 
This is a picture of complicated diſtreſs not 


introduced to dwell on, nor is it to be found 


amidſt the brilliancies of a Court, the rou- 


tine of Grandeur and perpetual diſſipation, 


or the enlivening rapturous ſcenes in which 


the GREAT and OruLENT are fo inceſ- 
ſantly engaged; it is only to be ſeen in thoſe 
dark receſſes and remote abodes of miſery, 


where GREATNESS ſeldom or never conde- 


ſcends to come, or caſt the eye of charitable 
enquiry for the e ner of allevi- 
ation. 


5 My Lords and Gentlemen, can it be 


ſuppoſed, that in the midſt of ſuch diſtreſ- 
fing ſcene, where © horrors upon. horrors 
accumulate, ” there is at this moment a 

HusBAND, 


E 


HuszgaAxp, or PaRENT to be found, who 
would not ſpurn at your Game Laws with 
contempt, ſacrifice his reſt, hazard his 
health, and encounter all your high ſound- 
ing denunciations of vengeance, to obtain 
(under the certainty of pecuniary reward, 
and popular applauſe) PREASANT, Hare, 
or PARTRID GE, rather than ſtand tamely 
by with a degree of puſillanimous inſenſibi- 
lity, to ſee the tears of his Wife, and hear 
the cries of his Children laboring-under 
thoſe heart piercing pangs, which only unſa- 
tisfied hunger can excite. My Lords and 
Gentlemen, Parliament may be 1nMAcu- 
LATE, its Members (for aught I know) 
may be abſtratted from thoſe groſſer dregs, 
thoſe degrading paſſions that the more infe- 
rior part of the creation are ſo evidently fab- 
jet to; they may be happily poſſeſſed of 
V:ertvs very far above the more ſubordi- 
nate claſſes of mankind, and probably retain 
55 12 L 2 2 
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a greater degree of /elf dental, than leſs illu- 

mined and leſs conſpicuous characters may 
have to boaſt, For my own part tied 
and bound down with the chain of my fins, 
I acknowledge my want of ſuch Parliamen- 
tary purification, and feel no diſquietude in 


publicly conſeſſing, I have A MONITOR 


within my boſom, that powerfully tells me 


What 1 am: —A Mere Man, open to all the 


failings and indiſcretions of human nature; 


but happily and feelingly alive to the claims 


of HUMANITY and DOMESTIC AFFECTION. 
Theſe conjoin to convince me, that in ſuch 
dreadful predicament (as I have already deſ- 
cribed) with no other alternative than the 
picture affords, I ſhould exultingly ſay, 
My Poverty but not my will conſents, * 
and become one of: the numerous culprits, 


thinking my. principles ſuffer no deprecia- 


tion by ſo determined an opinion, upon ſo 


Popular a ſubjett. Nay, my DEPRAVIT V, 


1 „ (if 
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(if T- may ſo be permitied to term it) com- 
pels me to proceed a ſtep farther in defence 


ot Women and CHILDREN to declare, if I 
could ſuppoſe there was a ingle wretch exiſt- 


ing, who would not do as much for both the 


one and the other, I ſhould be the firſt to 
ſtigmatize and hunt him down as a dil grace 
to humanity. 1 | 
My Lords and Gentlemen, having brought 
into as conciſe a point as the nature of the 
caſe will admit, the neceſſitous ſtate of the 
ruſtic poor, it becomes immediately applica- 


ble to explain one very predominant reaſon 


why that claſs are eternally increaſing, and 
almoſt every Pariſh loaded with additional 
labourers, Paupers and accumulating ex- 
pence. It cannot be unknown to you how 
much the practice of engroſſing F arms, has 
been adopted by the Renters, or with what 


"OP ſuch propoſals have been encouraged 
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and accepted by the Landlords; many of 
whom poſſeſſing ſeats in thoſe houſes I pre- 
ſume to addreſs, it can by no means be 


_ deemed improper to ſay, that whatever may 


have been their original motives for per- 
mitting ſuch plurality of Farms in the hands 
of individuals, it has been attended with a 
very palpable inconvenience to the King- 


dom in general, but more particularly to 


| that unhappy claſs, by much the leaſt able 


to extricate themſelves from the difficul- 
ty occaſioned. No leſs than having rai. 
ſed the price of proviſions, nay the moſt 
common neceſſaries of life to a degree of 
exorbitance, not in the firſt inſtance fore- 
ſeen, but now heavily experienced by all 


| the inferior claſſes of community; and I 


may in addition ſafely venture to affirm, 
that within the laſt five and thirty years, 


thole very neceſſaries of Life are many of 


them doubled and ſome nearly treble the 
price 


k 0 


price they were at the period L allude to. 
But, My Lords and Gentlemen, what ſhall 
I be enabled to advance in favor of our 
PrHiLANTHROPY, our National and Uni- 
verſal Benevolence, when adverting to an 
incontrovertible fact; that in all thoſe years 
of increaſing expence, and moſt ſhamefully 
increaſing Luxury, Pride and Perſonal Of- 
tentation among the GREAT and OrULENT, 
the wretched Poor have felt only hourly in- 
creaſing Poverty and heart-felt Affliction. 
And ſorry I am to obſerve, to the immortal 
ſhame of the Age we live in, that no one 
effectual, or deciſive ſtep has ever been ta- 
ken, during the advancing price of proviſi- 
ons, to raiſe the daily wages of the poor ruſ- 
tic labourer, who may be truly ſaid to la- 
bor in ſorrow all the days of his life.“ 


Having introduced this remark as not 
only applicable to my own particular pur- 
= pole, 


E 


poſe, but as not unworthy even PARLIA- 
MENTARY ATTENTION, (for reaſons that 
might be extended to a much greater length 
than the purport of the preſent remonſtrance 
will admit) I am anxiouſly induced to hope, 
the time is not far diſtant when ſome ſtep 
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, ſo truly PATRIOT Ic and HUMANE may be 

| adopted, to give more peace and domeſtic 

| comfort to ſo numerous a body of our fel- 

| low creatures, exiſting at preſent under a 

1 complication of ſeverities, very little known 

to thoſe. who tread the more. plenſant and 
eaſy paths of life. 


| My Lords and Gentlemen, not to dwell 
too long upon ſubjeRs that are neither plea- 
ſing to read or recite, I ſhall return to that 
prejudicial practice of landed Monopoly, as 
the great and almoſt original, and ſole cauſe 
of the ſcarcity, and miſery among the di- 
we Poor; that 1 beg permiſſion moſt ear- 
et; N neſtly 
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neſtly to recommend to Parliamentary at- 
tention. But as tedious animadverſion in 
the aggregate, would engrols more time 
and room than my inceſſant engagements 
will permit me to appropriate to the pre- 
ſent purpoſe of repreſentation ; I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with Rating a ſingle ſubſtantiated 
caſe in point, to ſerve as a ſpecimen of 
the very extenſive future that might be in- 
troduced of the whole, To do this, My 
Lords and Gentlemen, with a proper de- 
gree of effect, it will be neceſſary to bring 
to View, for the honor of Parliamentary | 
inſpection, an Opulent Wretch (living in N 
the moſt artificial Poverty) © too bad for 

bad report; who in a Pariſh of conſidera- 
ble extent, no more than thirty miles from 
London, and ſurrounded within a few miles 
by Manſions of both PztRs and Con- 
MONS, is the renter of fix or ſeven a Ninct 
n ſeparate Farms in the ſame Pariſh, (that 


— 


originally 
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originally and within a few years paſt ſup- 
ported as many families); the dwelling 
houſes of all which, are in a ſlate of the ut- 
molt deſolation, and the once happy neigh- 
bourhood become depopulate, to gratify 
the avarice, and moſt inhuman penury of 
a Character that is univerſally admitted, 
where known, a diſgrace to Human Nature, 


Having thus conciſely recited the Fact, 1 


Hall proceed to ſtate the conſequence ſo far 


as it appertains to the ſubject before us, and 
tends to affect either the good or evil of 
Community. Conſidering it gradationally, 
we may firſt take into conſideration his be- 


ing almoſt perpetually in the Office of Over- 
ſeer, for either one Farm, or another; and 


as in proportion to his Rent, he pays from 
Thirty to Five and Forty Pounds to each 
rate, which occurring conſtantly three and 
often four times in the year, cuſtom and 

the 


wi 


the unrelenting cruelty of his diſpoſition 


having prompted him to believe ſuch diſ- 


burſement is a great impoſition under the 
ſanction of Law, and that it is abſolutely 
money unjuſily taken out of his OWn poc- 
ket, it will be no arduous taſk to conceive 
how luxuriouſly the Poor fubſiſt under ſuch 
protection. Paſſing this ſlight ſurvey with 


only an oblique view of its various and con- 


comitant ills, we naturally revert to the 
dreary habitations defolate and decaying, 


where ſome few years ſince lived Families 


in repute and a ſcene of happinels, upon the 


rented produce of an hundred Acres. Each 
ſpot that produced its Calves, Pigs, Butter, 
Geeſe, Ducks, Fowls, and Eggs for the 
| Neighbouring Market, is now the allotted 
| habitation of one of his own wretched la- 
bouters, not only at an exorbitant rent, 


(and that deducted from his labor weekly) 


but with the uncharitable appendage of not 


being 
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being permitted to keep a. /ingle animal, or 
Fowl to aſſiſt in ſupporting his Family, leaſt 
it ſhould derive any part of its ſubſiſtence 
from the barn door of this OeynEssSIVE, 


CRUEL, UNRELENTING Tyrant. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, I am exceed- 
ingly ſorry to be under the neceſſity of de- 
ſcending to ſuch minutiz, not more for the 
purpoſe of being perfectly underſtood ; 
than to eftabliſh beyond the doubt of the 
moſt incredulous reader, the certainty of a 
conſtantly increafing Poor; as well as to in- 
troduce one of the many reaſons for the ad- 


vanced price of proviſions, a circumſtance 


equally unprecedented and alarming. For 
in theſe deſolate dwellings, there are now 
none of thoſe articles produced that I have 
already deſcribed ; and upon enquiry at the 
different ſpots for the once contented and 
happy * that inhabited the houſe and 

fertilized 
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fertilized the land ; we find that ſome few 
are become labourers in the adjoining diſ- 
tricts, and others wretchedly indigent re- 


ceiving alms from the very PARISH RATE 


to which they formerly contributed. This 
well known fact, too firmly ſubllantiated to 
doubt, too gloomy to enlarge upon, being 


ſubmitted with all its various ſimilitudes, 


_ probable inferences, and inevitable confe- 
quences to your conſideration; I return to 
the great and powerful body of your ene- 
mies TRE Poacutrs, whoſe recruiling 


parties have been ſo amply ſupphed at all 


times, from that group of ſtarvelings, (the 
neceſſitous laboring Poor) that I have ſo 
; y 


fully deſcribed. 


But, My Lords and Gentlemen, juſt at 


this critical juncture, favored © AT ALL 
POINTS,” as if my own Aſſertions were not 
of ſufficient weight to attract your attention, 
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and obtain your belief; the © Aſſociation 
for the Preſervation of The Game, kindly 
and voluntarily ſtep forward in my ſupport, 
and enable me to lay before you, the copy 
of an Advertiſement taken verbatim from a 
Public Newſpaper bearing date, Nov. 10, 
1792. 4 


„GAME ASSOCIATION-” 


© The Noblemen and Gentlemen of the 
Aſſociation for the Preſervation of THE 
GAME ALL OVER ENGLAND, are deſired 


to meet at the houſe of William Devon in 


Red Lyon Square,” (on five different days 
therein ſpecified) © to conſider of means for 
the better preſervation of Game, and of 
carrying into execution the ſeveral ſtatutes 
made for the puniſhment of Poacuzss, 
and other unlawful deſtroyers thereof.” 


My 


L 


My Lords and Gentlemen, this awful 
Mountain in Labor, this terrific denuncia- 
tion of vengeance, this ſublime, this inimi- 


table Idea of ©preſerving the Game ALL. 
_ over ExeLANp, by a meeting in Red 
Lyon Square, has ſomething lo truly laugh- 


able, ſo greatly ridiculous, and ſo admira- 
bly calculated to excite the riſible emotions, 
that it requires ſome reſolution to return 

ſeriouſiy to an inveſtigation of the ſubje&t 
before us. I have already in my prefatory 
addreſs © lamented the degeneracy of the 
Times to prompt, and error in judgment to 
permit, the inſtitution of 4 Law in the 
BRITISH SENATE, merely to trumpet forth 
(in every corner of the Kingdom) its own 
imbecility.” And I here appeal to the feel- 


ings of the moſt enlightened, as well as the 


moſt diſintereſted, whether ſuch Advertiſe- 
ment, and from a channel fo well informed 
and ſo truly authentic, (conſtituting within 

itſelf 


L 01 Þ 


itſelf a criterion to decide by) is not an im- 
.plied acknowledgment, a palpable confir- 
mation from high Authority, of all the facts 


J have preſumed to ſtate for Parliamentary 
conſideration. In my Humble conception, it 


- 18 the very . TRUMPET OF IMBECILITY, 
' Thad fo forcibly predicted, that it totally pre- 
eludes the neceſlity of farther demonſtration; 


for it literally admits the inſufficiency of the 


Laws, (in the difficulty of enforcing them); 


the unreſtrained practices and unpuniſhed | 


depredations of the PoacueRs; the unpre- 
. cedented ſcarcity of The Game, and laſtly 
the impending . ANNIHILATION.” Hav- 
ing preſumed to introduce thus much upon 


the unparalleled power and excellence of 
this inſtitution, and adverting retroſpec- 
tively to the fruitleſs efforts of the Aſſocia- 
tion for a ſeries of years, in their loudly 


proclaimed endeavours to oppoſe and ſup- 
preſs the predominant Practice, and incre- 
dible 


- 
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dible havock of their Nocturnal Opponents; 


more than a ſingle prophetic addition will 


be unneceſſary. Oppoſe the cunning of 
one, to the wisDoM of the other, and let | 


Futurity proclaim the VicTORY, 


'My Lords and Gentlemen, it is an addi- 


5 tional gratific ation, highly flattering to the 


original motive of this Repreſentation, that 


juſt at the critical moment of concluſion, the 


| following advertiſement ſhould find its way 


>» 


into the Public Papers under ſanction of 


Official Authority, as if intentionally and 
moſt liberally introduced to corroborate my 


A ſſertions and confirm the Facts. 


Stamp Office, Reading, Berks. Nov. 17, 1792.” 


His Majeſty's Commiſſioners of the 
Stamp Duties, having received poſitiye in- 


formation, that the Game Certificate Duty | 
9 — 


ij 
| 
1 
11 
itt 
1 


— . = == — — — — == 
A — — — — ù— — 


a _— LIND — 
A WA — * r 1 N 1 
_ 2 IF A * 23 ** 2 r * * 1 8 > CCI 
—— Z == == — = ——— = ES * 
= _ ns nog = — 33 
— neat — 


— 


apr — xz — Lg 2 i ts i - 
EE Ne ee nn EEC TG EDA 
— — 2 — = 


— * 1 — 
— 


is greatly evaded in many parts of this 
County, have given directions that Proſecu- 
tions ſhall be commenced againſt all ſuch 
who have attempted to evade the Law by 
omitting to. take out proper Certificates. 
And in order to give effect to ſuch enquiry, 
particular reference will be had to the Liſt 
of all thoſe who took out Certificates in the 
years, 1784, and 1785, and if it ſhould be 
found that any perſon has killed, or deſtroy- 
ed Game, or endeavoured ſo to do this ſea- 
ſon, without taking out the Certificate re- 
quired by Law, the penalties will be ſued 
for forthwith, in the Court of Exchequer. 
And notice is hereby given, that from and 
after the iſt. of Dec. next (unleſs the 
proper Certificates are before that time ta- 
ken out) the enquiry alluded to will im- 
mediately take place, and any information 
| exhibited before a Magiſtrate of the Coun- : 
ty, or any ſuit inſtituted in any of his 


Majeſty's 


1 1 


Majeſty's Courts at Weſtminſter, will be 
ſupported by his Majeſty's Commiſſioners 
of the Stamp Duties; the Diſtributor of 
the Stamp Office, and the Deputy Clark 
of the Peace for the County, having receiv- 
ed particular directions for that purpoſe.” 


Having taken the liberty to render ſuch 
terrific Advertiſement applicably ſubſervi- 


ent to my preſent purpoſe, it would prove 


the height of ingratitude to bury it in obli- | 
vion, without ſome few of the remarks, to 
which its ſublimity of diction, and abſtruſi- 


ty of deſign is ſo eminently entitled. Whe- 
ther thoſe under whoſe official inſtruction 
it was promulgated, meant moſt- to compli- 


ment the Abilities of the MINISTER in hro- 


bofing ; the Wis Dou of PARLIAMENT in 
confirming; or the felf confeſſed 1MBECILITY 
of the Laws they ſeem ſo- ſtrenuous: to 
[enforce I am yet to learn. But if I may 
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be permitted in ſuch ſtate of uncertainty 


to hazard an opinion, I muſt confeſs myſelf 


powerfully prompted to believe the Adver- 


tiſement is moſt admirably calculated to ex- 


cite and obtain an equal proportion of indif- 
ference and contempt, with the Laws that 


have occaſioned it. To analize, diſſect and ; 


explain, the intent and effect of ſuch Mi- 


niſterial, or Official menace, would be only 
to go over the ſame ground, and to intro- 
duce the ſame proofs that have been ſo pro- 
phetically anticipated, and are now ſo ſeri- 
ouſly acknowledged from the very fountain- 
head of Authority. I ſhall therefore con- 
tent myſelf with a contemptuous alluſion, 
to the ſterile Idea of © referring to the Liſts 
of 1784, and 1785” (ſo evidently and Ju- 
diciouſly reduced); thereby holding out a 


kind of compulſory injunction, that it zs 


exhelted thoſe who become dupes to ſo in- 
effectual a Law in the EO inſtance, (for 
reaſons 


tl 


_ reaſons fo fully and repeatedly explained) 
are to renew their folly in compliance with 
the Oppreſſive dictates of Official dignity, 
after they have moſt prudently emancipated 
themſelves from the ſhackles of Tyranny, 
and founded their reformation and practice 
upon the baſis of Equity and SELF PRE-· 
SERVATION, OE 


My Lords and Gentlemen, having ex- 
patiated upon proofs far beyond my origi- 
nal intention, it becomes perfectly in point 
to obſerve; if the Game is ſtill an object 
worthy National Conſideration, the preſent 
_ unprecedented deſtruction, and threatened 
annihilation muſt be ſpeedily averted by ſuch 
means of liberal accommodation to the Pub- 
lic, as may reconcile every Man's opinion 
to the common cauſe; promoting by an 
UNION OF INTERESTS, What it 1s palpably 
evident can never be effected by Official 

M3 _ threats, 
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threats, or Miniſterial compulſion. Every 
degree of information, every extent of ex- 
perience for a ſeries of years, muſt have 
convinced not only Parliament, but every 
rational Man in the Kingdom, that no di- 
minution of PoAchERS can be expected 
from 4 dread of Puniſhment ; that Idea has 
proved too long deluſive to be entitled to 
the moſt diſtant reflection. Having pre- 
ſumed to recommend to your attention ſuch 
ſtatement of Facis as are beyond the pow- 
er of confutation; it may perhaps be ex- 
pected by ſome, I ſhould premiſe or propoſe 
ſuch remedy, as may at leaſt mitigate ſymp- 
toms, and ſoften the ſeverity of diſeaſe. 
Whatever may be my own private opinion, 
(the effect of many years obſervation and 


intercourſe with the claſs of people, who 


conſider themſelves more immediately ag- 


grieved by the letter and ſpirit of theſe Laws) 
it is impoſſible, I can aſſume dictatorial con- 
| __ ſequence 


E m4 


ſequence ſufficient to offer plans for adop- 


tion, in direct oppoſition to the combined 


wiſdom and efforts of Parliament; whole 
conjoint decrees upon this ſubject have 
proved ſo NOTORIOUSLY INEFFECTUAL, 


My Lords and Cantlelith there can be 
little doubt but a difintereſted Man, looking 
calmly into the preſent Laws, and their ac- 


knowledged effect in the deſtruction of 


Game, (totally diveſted of every perſonal 
conſideration) would be induced to believe; 
the only probable means of retrieving the 
dreadfully reduced ſtock, would be to adopt 
one year of general prohibition, in which 
no Game whatever ſhould be killed, but 
in ſuch certain PRESERVED DISTRICTS, 
PaRKs, Domains, and by ſuch perſons as 
Parliament in its deliberations might deem 


it prudent or neceſſary to permit, and by 


ſuch as are moſt likely to prevent deception. 
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The Game being with ſo ſlight a degree of 
ſelf demal to the Sporting world thus in- 


creaſed, its preſervation (or rather its ſup- 
port) becomes the ſecondary object of con- 
ſideration; and confident I am, it muſt be 


evidently clear to every intelligent and en- 


lightened obſerver, that no plan whatever 
can be ſo likely to reduce the number of 
POACHERS, or to reſtrain their power of 
depredation, as to convert the body of their 
numerous friends and abettors in every part 
of the Kingdom. This can only be effected 
by holding out ſuch fair, candid, and equi- 
table terms to the Public in general, as will 
render PoAchixd not only a ſervice of 
danger, but of no Emolument, more par- 
ticularly when every Man feels himſelf pro- 5 
portionally intereſted in the detection; and 
as the ect muſt gradually (if not totally) 
ſubſide, as the excitement is taken away, 
there cannot be the leaſt doubt entertained, 


but 


E 


but PoacnincG like many other things 
muſt inevitably decline, when there is no 


_ cauſe for encouragement to the practice. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, before I take 
a final leave of the ſubject before us, it may 
not be inapplicable to obſerve for the infor- 
mation of the © Aſſociation for the Preſer- 
vation of The Game ALL OVER EN CG 
LAND,” as well as the © Commiſſioners of 
his Majelty's Stamp Office; how little aſ- 
ſiſtance, they are at any time, likely to de- 
rive from the CounTRy GENTLEMEN, 
either againſt the moſt deſperate well known, 
Poachers, or that multiplicity who ſo con- 
ſtantly make their excurſions with a Gun 
but (in defiance of this terrible law) with- 
out A CERTIFICATE. Theſe, Gentlemen 
well know, that to carry into execution 
ſuch Tyrannic injunctions they muſt en- 
counter unpleaſant and innumerable diffi- 


culties, 


8 


D 
b TW, 
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culties, and it is not readily to be believed 
that a MacisTRATE poſſeſſing the inhe- 


rent virtue of his Anceſtors, with "whoſe 


GENEROSITY and UNSULLIED HOsPITA- 


LITY the Village has for Ages reſounded ; 


and the affection of whoſe F riends, Tenants» 


Neighbours and Dependents, is his great- 


eſt glory: will hazard the foundation of 
ſuch ſubſtantial, ſuch HEART-FELT HAP- 
PINESS, by proſecuting, or perſecuting ei- 
ther, for the paltry conſideration of Put a- 
SANT,—HaRE, or PART RIDCE, in com- 
pliment to Parliamentary interdiction, when 
to the whole breed of either, he does not per- 
haps PERSONALLY annex the leaſt intrin- 

fic eſtimation, : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, would my 


preſent inceſſant engagements permit me to. 
enlarge upon the ſubjeR to its utmoſt ex- 
tent; much well founded matter might be 

urged 


E 


urged ! in favor of a Tax upon Dogs ſo uni- 
verſally courted, and ſo obſtinately refuſed. 
This all claſſes agtee would prove a Tax 
PorulLAR, EQuiTABLE, PERMANENT and 
EFFECTIVE; a Tax upon the conſiſtency 
of which, every thing may be advanced, 
by thoſe in the habits of obſervation, or ge- 


neral Aſſociation. It may be fairly con- 


cluded, that the Miniſter's objection to the 


adoption of a Tax, ſo publicly courted 


and unanimouſly approved, has ariſen from 


an ill founded doubt of its becoming effec- 


tive; and that he has ſuppoſed, or been, 
taught to believe, the intent might be coun- 
teracted by a rapid deſtruction of the ſpe- 
cies, to avoid the payment of ſo EQUITA-= 
BLE and OPTIONAL A Tax. 


That ſome ſpeedy executions might fol- 
low, (and with the greateſt propriety) I 
readily admit; for we ſhould then begin to 

feel 
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feel its good effect in part, by the much 
wiſhed for deſtruction of thoſe village yelp- 
ing Curs that ſo inceſſantly aſſail and ſur- 
priſe the horſes of unſuſpecting Travellers, 
by which dreadful injuries have been ſome- 
times ſuſtained. Some few more predomi- 
nant reaſons might be likewiſe introduced, 
to juſtify the general utility of ſuch Tax if 
adopted. As for inſtance the number of 
perſons who conſtantly ſuffer from the bites 
of theſe Animals, and for a long time labor 
under that moſt dreadful anxiety and ap- 
prehenſion of the HYDRO HOBIA or Ca- 
nine Madneſs: which certainly occurs more 
frequently than formerly, in conſequence 
of the incredible increaſe of the moſt uſeleſs 
and offen/rve part of the Species. As well 
as the injury the Game may have annually 
ſuſtained, by the babbling eurs that con- 
ſtantly attend the labourers and their fami- 
lies to the Fields in the time of Hay. making 


and 


E 


and Harveſt, to the certain deſtruction of 
birds unable to fly, or leverets to eſcape. 
Alluding once more to the before mention- 


ed apprehenſion of a general maſſacre, I 


cannot afford room for the indulgence of ſo 


unnatural an Idea; nor will I condeſcend 


to think any human form capable of enter- 


taining ſuch a premeditated act of cruel re- 
lentment. But feeling for others as I feel 
myſelf, with a heart open to all the little 
tender aſſiduities that officiouſly preſent 
themſelves to plead the cauſe of a faithful 


domeſtic unable to plead his own, I will not 


ſuppoſe it poſlible ; rather ſubmitting to the 
more generous dictates of humanity, that 
prompt me to believe, the very great majo- 
rity of us are not ſo depraved as to become 
both judges and executioners where we 
know no crime, and put a period to the ex- 
iſtence of thoſe Animals, whoſe Ar TAckh- 


MENT, FIDELITY and GRATITUDE, fur 
niſh. 
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with moſt PPE RET YE leſſons * even our 


OWN imitation. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, I am ſorry 
to be under the neceſſity of making con- 
feſſion, that from preſent diſcouraging ap- 


pearances, and the obſtinate inflexibility that 


ſeems annexed to the favourite penal ſyſtem 


of theſe Laws, I have reaſon to believe eve- 
ry exertion on THE PART OF THE PEO- 
PLE Will, from a want of M1NISTERIAL 
Favok, DISINTERESTED PATRONAGE, or 
PaTRIOTIC ASSISTANCE, be ſuffered to 
ſink into. its original obſcurity. But My 
Lords and Gentlemen, I muſt be permit- 
ted to indulge an opinion, that had ſuch 
an ACCUMULATION OF Facrs, ſuch a 
chain of indiſputable evidence ariſen in 
another quarter, amidſt. that herd of ſer- 
vide ſycophants that ever ſurround a Mi- 


NIS TER, the plan of reformation would 


have 


[ug Þ 


have had very little oppoſition to en- 
counter in the preſent period of FASHI- 


ONABLE PLIABILITY, when ſo much is 
(without the leaſt reluctance) ſubmitted to 
the INCREASING INFLUENCE OF THE 
Crown, and lo little to the patient hopes 
and boaſted Freedom of Taz PEOPLE. 
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